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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to investigate the cultural identity in the vicinity of the
gold mining area of Phu-Thap-Fah, Loei Province, and 2) to promote cultural tourism of the gold mine
of Phu-Thap-Fah, Loei Province. The researcher interviewed villagers, recorded audio, captured
photographs, and actively observed the community to collect primary data for this study. The findings
of research results found that the expression of cultural identity through the lifestyle of villagers in the
Phu-Thap-Fah gold mine, Loei Province, which has a lifestyle pattern that gives rise to the cultural identity
in two aspects: First, the aspect of traditions and religion is reflected in annual merit-making festivals and
local rituals, which continue to play a vital role in community life. Second, the culinary aspect is seen in
the preservation and transmission of local wisdom in food preparation, using natural ingredients available
in the region. These identities represent the community’s strong bond with natural resources, traditional
beliefs, and a unique way of life. Furthermore, they hold great potential for sustainable cultural tourism
development. Such development emphasizes community participation in the processes of cultural

preservation, income generation, and the intergenerational transfer of cultural heritage.
Keywords: Cultural Identity, Cultural Tourism, Gold Mining Area Phu Thap Fah, Loei Province
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