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Factors Related to Success in International Windsurfing Competition: A Case

Study of Thailand National Windsurfing Team

Somphop Sakhondi* Mahalap Pomsook**

Anon Seedapeng***Raphiphat Dueanphensi**** Anan Malarat*****

Abstract

This research aimed to investicate factors related to success in international windsurfing
competitions, a case study of Thailand National Windsurfing Team. Key informants were purposively selected,
comprising 13 participants: 10 Thai national windsurfing athletes (6 male, 4 female) and 3 male coaches. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews, critical incident technique, and mind mappins.
Determining research instrument quality through pilot testing with a group similar to key informants. Data
were inductively analyzed using a constant comparison method and data triangulation. The findings revealed
two main categories of factors. The first category includes factors supporting to success in international
windsurfing competitions: 1.1) athletes having clear goals, 1.2) athletes demonstrating self-responsibility, 1.3)
receiving appropriate compensation, 1.4) having skilled coaches, and 1.5) maintaining continuous team
preparation and training. The second category identifies barriers to success in international windsurfing
competitions: 2.1) high pressure on athletes, 2.2) athlete injuries, 2.3) lack of international competition
experience, 2.4) insufficient training equipment, and 2.5) unfavorable weather conditions.

The research concludes that while supporting factors play a crucial role in achieving success in
international windsurfing competitions, reducing the identified barriers could significantly enhance the

chances of competitive success for windsurfing athletes.
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