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Abstract

Over the past several years, the emergence of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) has radically altered aspects of the way in which people work and study.
Thai universities have invested enormous funding for ICT implementation. However, it is
questionable if the perceived needs of ICTs reflect their true utility. One perspective
proposes that ICTs are an essential tool and an integral component of learning systems for
the 21st century. Contrarily, investment in ICTs has been criticized as merely mimicking
western education systems without critically analysing appropriate usage. The benefits of
ICTs in early childhood have been well-documented as they provide enormous
opportunities for children to learn and develop their knowledge. On the other hand, there
has been the concern regarding the use of technology with young children. Some
researchers are concerned that ICTs used in early childhood education may put young
children at risk for physical, emotional, and social developmental issues. Therefore,
instruction regarding ICTs has become a significant role of higher education institutions
responsible for producing early childhood education teachers. Teacher should have
sufficient knowledge and confidence to use ICTs. The purpose of this paper is to provide
knowledge of ICTs in education. The paper begins with a brief historical review of
educational technology, technology for education in Thailand, educational technology in
Thai higher education, the importance of technology in teacher profession, and a synthesis
of various research papers and journals regarding the adoption of tablets in early

childhood education.

Keywords: Early Childhood Education, Educational Technology, ICTs in Young Children,
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