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Cultural Research for Local Wisdom Development
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Abstract

Local wisdom is the knowledge, opinions and beliefs which have been accumulated and transferred
continually using means, techniques and lifestyles in order to prevent and solve the problems of community
living to enhance safety, happiness, wealth and stability. The local wisdom in Thailand is called ‘Thai local
wisdom’ which is valuable and important in many ways. These include building a strong nation, bringing pride
and honour to Thai people, appropriately applying to ways of living, sustainably restoring the balance
between people and nature and being able to adjust to the changing time. Thai local wisdom concerns various
fields of science such as agriculture, industry, handicraft, traditional Thai medicine, natural resources and
environmental management, funds and business community, welfare, fine arts, management, language and
literature as well as religions and tradition. These fields can be categorized into 3 main groups which include
the knowledge of local community, performance reflecting local native culture and genetic resources.

Local wisdom is closely related to culture which is the result of accumulated wisdom. The accumula-
tion of the wisdom leads the community to the great value which can be used for a sustainable nourishment of
the community.

The cultural research is multi-disciplines using various types of research techniques. This kind of study
focuses on the utilization of research findings in conservation, enhancement, dissemination, economic value
creation and sustainable problem solving. One type of the research which is very useful is ‘research and
development’. The issue being taken into consideration when choosing the research topic is the contribution
of research in responding to needs and solving social problems. These include strengthening the community
and creating innovation and new ideas in academia using the application of local wisdom which will affect
the wisdom development in return. The cultural capital is the precious heritage which is worth conserving,
protecting and developing with the appropriate strategies. To conduct the research that leads to the access and
application of cultural capital is, therefore, the crucial role. Conducting the contributed research especially the
ones that focus on area-based development and community participation will create the process of learning

which leads to a sustainable development.
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While the development of creative economy which cultural capital is at the heart of the procedure
is taken into account, the cultural research is getting more important. The findings of cultural research
contribute to the local wisdom development in many ways such as innovation and value creation, knowledge
and technology transfer together with the use of knowledge and technology to develop existing traditional
wisdom, in-depth study and analysis, solving complex problems caused by nature and human as well as social

development in the framework of morals and culture.

Keywords : local wisdom, Thai local wisdom, local wisdom development, culture, cultural research,

cultural capital, creative economy
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