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A Study of Social Studies Learning Achievement and Analytical Thinking Ability of Mathayom
Suksa III Students Taught by the Constructivism Approach and the Group Investigation
Instructional Method
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to compare social studies learning achievement and analytical
thinking ability of Mathayom Suksa III students who were taught by the constructivism approach with
counterpart learning achievement and ability of Mathayom Suksa III students who were taught by the group
investigation instructional method. The research population was 478 Mathayom Suksa III students of Wat Nuan
Noradit School in the second semester of the 2010 academic year. The research sample consisted of 100
randomly selected Mathayom Suksa III students of Wat Nuan Noradit School in the second semester of the
2010 academic year. The sample was divided into two experimental groups. The first experimental group
consisting of 50 students was taught by the constructivism approach; while the second experimental group,
also consisting of 50 students, was taught by the group investigation instructional method. The Randomized
Group Pretest - Posttest Design was employed in this study. The data collecting instruments were a social
studies achievement test with reliability coefficient of .72 and an analytical thinking test with reliability
coefficient of .75. Research data were analyzed using the t-test (difference score). The findings of this study
were the following: 1. The post-experiment social studies learning achievement scores of the students who
were taught by the constructivism approach were significantly higher than their pre-experiment counterpart
scores at the .01 level. 2. The post-experiment social studies learning achievement scores of the students who
were taught by the group investigation instructional method were significantly higher than their pre-experi-
ment counterpart scores at the .01 level. 3. The post-experiment analytical thinking ability scores of the
students who were taught by the constructivism approach were significantly higher than their pre-experiment
counterpart scores at the .01 level. 4. The post-experiment analytical thinking ability scores of the students
who were taught by the group investigation instructional method were significantly higher than their
pre-experiment counterpart scores at the .01 level. 5. Social studies learning achievement of the students who
learned social studies under the constructivism approach did not differ significantly from that of the students
who learned social studies under the group investigation instructional method. 6. Analytical thinking ability
of the students who learned social studies under the constructivism approach did not differ significantly from

that of the students who learned social studies under the group investigation instructional method.

Keywords : social studies, analytical thinking, constructivism, group investigation
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