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The Effects of Using a Mainstreaming Model to Develop Online Learning Community for
Students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the characteristics of online learning community by
using a mainstreaming model to develop online learning community for students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat Uni-
versity, 2) to compare the characteristics of online learning community before and after using a mainstreaming
model to develop online learning community for students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University, 3) to compare
the learning achievements before and after using a mainstreaming model to develop online learning commu-
nity for students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University, and 4) to examine studentlis opinion toward the
mainstreaming model to develop online learning community for students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University.
The sample group in this study consisted of 67 undergraduate students in the Home Economics Program of
Suan Dusit Rajabhat University, who registered for the Information Technology Course in the 2010 academic
year. They were classified into 60 normal students and 7 students with special needs. The employed research
instruments were an online learning community assessment form, a learning achievement test, and a question-
naire on studentlis opinion toward the use of the mainstreaming model to develop online learning community
for students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat University. The statistics employed for data analysis were the percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and dependent t-test. The findings of the study were that the students(i post-test
scores for characteristic of online learning community and learning achievement were significantly higher than
their pre-test counterpart scores at the .05 significance level. Also, the students agreed that the mainstreaming

model was appropriate at the high level.

Keywords : mainstreaming, online learning community
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