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Development of a Community Empowerment Model
to Promote the Sustainability of Learning Communities
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Abstract

The study proposes the development a community empowerment model to promote the sustainability
of learning communities. Several learning community best practices in Thailand were selected to further inves-
tigate the developmental process of the community empowerment and the learning process for sustainability.
The purposes were to analyze and synthesize the key elements and models for empowering communities
toward promoting the sustainability of learning communities from thirty-nine best practices; and to present a
community empowerment model that promote sustainable learning communities in both urban and rural
learning communities. The selected urban community best practices were Ban San Ma Hock Fa, Chiang Mai
province and Ban Kong Tar Bang, Phetchaburi province; and the selected rural community best practices were
Ban Kham Phar Lai, Khon Kaen province and Ban Num Shup, Phetchaburi province. The developed models
were analyzes and monitored by the community specialists and the experts in the field. The factors, conditions,
and problems in implementing community empowerment model obtained from the study were discussed and
analyzed with the focus group. Research instruments consisted of a data analysis form, the in-depth interview
guidelines, the questionnaires, and the focus group discussion guidelines. The data were analyzed using

empirical content analysis, frequency of words or phrases measurement, and the descriptive statistics.
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The results were as follow :

1. Nine key elements to enhance the sustainability of learning communities include the community
activities involvement; the implementation of Sufficiency Economy concept; the application of morality
systems in community activities and the community learning transfer processes; the development of commu-
nity economy for self-reliance; the local wisdom learning-based system; the development and restoration of
ecosystems, natural resources, and environment; the community traditional and cultural capital system; and the
equal justice in community management toward promoting security and the wellness of all people.

2. Two majors community empowerment toward promoting sustainability of learning communities
consisted of community empowerment at the individual level : the personal expression components (e.g.,
characteristic, interaction, and action/behavior); and the community empowerment at the community level.
However, the result showed that community social structure is the most essential component.

3. There are two types of a community empowerment model that promote the sustainability of
learning communities : the model for urban communities and the model for rural communities. Although both
urban and rural communities required similar components, there are the differences in some aspects.

4. The models for enhancing sustainability in the urban and rural learning communities comprise of
setting goals and plans; analyzing the true community’s needs; conducting local meeting among community
members; conducting community stage of sharing knowledge and discussion; writing or recording the
community changes and developmental processes; forming a working group to develop the learning
communities; setting the evaluation and monitoring process; and developing the knowledge sharing

relationship among community members and other communities.
Keywords : Community Empowerment, Learning Community, Sustainability of Learning Community
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