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Environmental Factors Affecting the Competitiveness

of the Processed Fruit and Vegetable Industry in the Lower Central Region of Thailand
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Abstract

The research aimed 1) to study the competitiveness of the processed fruit and vegetable industry in
the lower central region of Thailand; 2) to compare the competitiveness in the industry sorted by general data
and environmental factors; and 3) to study environmental factors affecting competitiveness in the industry. The
samples of this research were 236 entrepreneurs whose products comprised of processed fruits and vegetables
in the lower central region of Thailand with their capital worth not exceeding 50 million baht. The research
instrument was a questionnaire with a Cronbach’s alpha reliability of .919. Data were analyzed by descriptive
statistics (percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation), t-test, one-way ANOVA, stepwise, regression
analysis and Scheffe’s method of pair-wise comparison.

The research findings were as follows.

1. Most entrepreneurs in this study had capital worth less than 1,000,000 baht. The majority of them
had been operating their business for 5 - 14 years. Most of them hired five to ten workers.

2. The environmental factors of the entrepreneurs in general were at a high level. When considering
each factor, all of them were at a high level, beginning with production, followed by supporting industries and
supply respectively.

3. The competitiveness of the entrepreneurs in business was generally at a high level. When
considering each aspect, all of them were at a high level, beginning with marketing strategy, followed by food
quality and safety and technology-innovation respectively.

4. The entrepreneurs who differed in length of business operation were insignificantly different in
competitiveness. However, those who were different in size of capital and workers were significantly different
in competitiveness (p =.001).

5. The environmental factors affecting competitiveness in business were demand, capital, the context
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of competition and business strategy. The predicting power was 32.4 percent. The raw data equation for
competitiveness in the processed fruit and vegetable industry = 1.969 + 0.348 (demand) + 0.076 (capital) +

0.116 (competitiveness context and business strategy)
Keywords: Environmental factors, Competitiveness, Processed fruit and vegetable business
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