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Abstract

The purposes of this survey research were to explore the background of nursing students enrolled in
the 2010 academic year and to investigate the relationships of entrance examination scores and academic
achievement in the first semester of those students. The data was collected from a sample of all 91 nursing
students by a questionnaire developed by the researchers. Forty-eight persons (52.7%) were enrolled by way of
the quota system and the other 43 persons (47.3%) by the direct examination system.

The results revealed that the majority of the students were female (92.3%), from the Northeast region
of the country (54.9%), graduated from the secondary schools at sub-district level (70.3%) and were financed
by the government’s educational loan (63.7%). The students reported that they chose to study nursing because
of their own preference or interest (93.4%) and that they researched information about Suan Dusit Rajabhat
University through the internet by themselves (90.1%). The main reason they chose to study at Suan Dusit
Rajabhat University was because of its reputation or standards (92.3%). Their grade point average at the
secondary schools or GPAX = 3.45 (S.D. = 0.33); GAT (Mean = 146.06, S.D. = 35.35) PAT2 (Mean = 92.94,
S.D. = 11.56) and GPA of the first semester at the university = 2.68 (S.D. = 0.34).

The analysis by t-test showed that the GPAXs of students from schools at sub-district level were
significantly higher than that of those from schools at district level with a 99% level of confidence. The GPAXs
of students enrolled by way of the quota system were significantly higher than those from the direct
examination system, however their GAT scores and GPAs of the first semester at the university were
significantly lower than that of the latter group with 99 and 95% levels of confidence respectively.

In addition, the Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation analyses revealed that there were statistically
significant correlations between GAT scores and GPAs of the first semester; and between the GE 02 direct

examination scores and GPAs of the first semester with 99 and 95% levels of confidence respectively.

Keywords: Nursing students’ enrollment, Entrance examination scores, Academic achievement.
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