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Abstract

This study was quasi-experimental research in the form of one group pretest-posttest design. The
objective of the research was to investigate the effect of the Buddy Learning Model on team work, perceived
self-efficacy and decision making skills in the nursing practicum of nursing students at Suan Dusit Rajabhat
University. The samples were 30 students who were purposively recruited for this study. All of them are in
practice in the emergency department in the first semester of the 2011 academic year. The research instruments
consisted of the Buddy Learning Model. Data were collected by using a demographic data form, the team
work behavior scale, perceived self-efficacy scale and decision making skills scale. The content validity of all
instruments was confirmed by a panel of experts. The internal consistency of the team work behavior scale was
.82 while the perceived self-efficacy and decision making skills scale were .70 and .71 respectively. Quantitative
data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and pair T-test and qualitative data were analyzed by content
analysis.

The findings revealed that the Buddy Learning Model affected the nursing students in their team work,
perceived self-efficacy and decision making skills. The mean scores of team working, perceived self-efficacy
and decision making skills were significantly different in the pre and post models (p = .00, p = .04, p = .01
respectively). The results of the qualitative data showed that most of the nursing students were satisfied with
the buddy learning process; they had a good friend to suggest the right thing, it facilitated working faster and
more accurately, it helped them gain self-confidence in nursing care, enjoy their study, improve themselves as
partners and start to work in a team. This research supported the use of the Buddy Learning Model for nursing

students’ practicum.
Keywords: Learning Model, Buddy, Nursing students
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