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Abstract

This qualitative research was based on a historical approach to gathering and
analyzing data on Thai social context and the operational structure of Thai PBS (public
television), including the form of participation of citizens with regards to Thai PBS.
The sample groups were scholars, the public media policy stakeholders, the Thai PBS
audience, non-governmental organizations, national legislature, and the audience member
council representatives of Thai PBS.

The study showed that the elite group of civil society who participated in driving
the organization played an important role in all dimensions of the television station such
as determining the direction and policies of the organization, deciding on the form
and presentation of the programming plans, and analyzing the ratio and scheme of
programmers. Individuals only participated as the audience and the producers. It can be
assumed that the elite civil society group was a representative of new interest groups who
established themselves as the main public media ideal in Thailand, instead of the former

interest groups, government, and capitalists which had been established for a long time.
Keyword : public media, citizen participation, public polities
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