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This review offers a critical analysis of a book that examines marginalization 
and human rights within the Southeast Asian context. The volume serves as a  
valuable resource for understanding the lived experiences of various marginalized 
groups, including ethnic minorities, children, indigenous peoples, migrant workers, 
refugees, academics, and individuals with disabilities. It addresses multiple  
dimensions of marginalization—such as discrimination and social exclusion— 
arising from factors including ethnicity, religion, nationality, cultural identity,  
political affiliation, and professional background. The book demonstrates a  
commendable ability to establish a comprehensive theoretical framework for  
understanding marginalization. By illustrating the complexities of exclusion and 
inequality, it contributes meaningfully to raising critical awareness of human rights 
issues in the region and underscores the importance of collective action toward more 
inclusive socio-political reform.To enhance its analytical depth, the inclusion of 
additional case studies on instances of marginalization and human rights violations 
across Southeast Asian countries would be beneficial. Such additions would deepen 
readers’ understanding of the specific challenges faced by marginalized communities. 
Furthermore, incorporating a gender-based perspective into the analysis of anti- 
marginalization strategies would strengthen the academic rigor and accuracy of the 
discourse, particularly in relation to social justice and equity. 

Introductory Notes
This review offers a comprehensive overview  

and can be considered an academic discourse on the 
publication "Marginalisation and Human Rights in 
Southeast Asia," edited by Al Khanif and Khoo Ying 
Hooi. The book thoroughly examines the issue of  
marginalization and its ramifications for preserving 
human rights in the Southeast Asian region. The  
publication, released by Routledge in 2022, encompasses 
223 pages and is available in paperback and electronic 

formats. The volume comprises contributions from 
twelve authors, including the two editors. Its development 
was initiated by the Centre for Human Rights,  
Multiculturalism, and Migration at the University of 
Jember, as part of its annual human rights conference. 
The event was co-organized in collaboration with the 
Sydney Southeast Asia Centre at the University of  
Sydney, the National Commission on Human Rights of 
Indonesia, and the Indonesian Consortium for Human 
Rights Lecturers (SEPAHAM).
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Al Khanif and Khoo Ying Hooi are recognized 
experts with a profound understanding and expertise in 
human rights and social issues within the Southeast Asian 
context. Both editors exhibit a notable commitment to 
addressing social and human rights issues, recognizing 
the importance of addressing marginalization and  
developing approaches to promote inclusivity, equality, 
and the protection of human rights throughout Southeast 
Asia. The diligent curation and arrangement of  
contributions by Al Khanif and Khoo Ying Hooi in this 
publication have resulted in a valuable scholarly resource 
for individuals involved in academia, research,  
policy-making, and activism. This resource caters to those 
interested in marginalization and human rights within 
the Southeast Asian region.

Purpose and Scope of the Book
While compiling this book, the two editors  

carefully selected contributions from a wide range of 
professionals with extensive knowledge and skill in 
marginalization and human rights, specifically within 
Southeast Asia. This book results from a collaborative 
endeavor that included authors from several academic 
disciplines, such as sociology, anthropology, political 
science, law, and other pertinent topics. The book's 
strength lies in its exploitation of a multidisciplinary 

approach, effectively integrating multiple perspectives 
to provide a thorough understanding of issues related to 
marginalization and human rights in Southeast Asia. The 
work exhibits a clear and noteworthy purpose in addressing 
the topic. The primary purpose of this book is to provide 
a comprehensive analysis and exploration of the  
marginalization encountered by various groups in the 
Southeast Asian region. 

Additionally, it aims to evaluate the impact of 
marginalization on human rights. The Southeast Asian 
region is characterized by a notable prevalence of  
cultural, ethnic, religious, and other identity groupings. 
Nevertheless, specific communities encounter systematic 
marginalization and prejudice among this diverse range. 
Therefore, it is crucial to understand and address these 
issues to achieve a more inclusive and equitable society 
within the given territory.

The notions of marginalization and human rights 
are closely intertwined, as marginalization represents 
violations of core human rights principles, such as the 
rights to life, freedom of expression, equality, and justice. 
In this literary piece, the authors and editors thoroughly 
explore the underlying roots of marginalization. They 
examine the diverse social, political, and legal factors 
that sustain this occurrence. Subsequently, they put forth 
a series of strategies designed to promote inclusivity and 
defend the fundamental tenets of human rights. This 
literary piece is a valuable reference for individuals  
interested in addressing the challenges of marginalization 
and the intricate implementation of human rights concepts 
within Southeast Asia. The compilation provides  
valuable insights into the complex social, political, and 
legal systems perpetuating marginalization. Moreover, 
it offers different methodologies to promote inclusiveness, 
equality, and safeguarding human rights in the given 
geographical area.

 This edited volume offers valuable contributions 
toward aligning legal systems with the lived experiences  
of women, thereby strengthening ongoing efforts to 
promote and protect human rights in Southeast Asia. This 
focus is especially significant given the persistent  
challenges faced by marginalized communities throughout 
the region. Adopting a regional and institutional analytical 
framework, the book examines key issues at the  
intersection of marginalization and human rights.

The text is organized into two main sections. The 
first four chapters address broader regional themes,  
including statelessness, the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on migrant populations, advancements in  
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regional mechanisms for protecting the rights of persons 
with disabilities, and the role of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees in responding to the plight 
of the Rohingya. The remaining seven chapters offer 
country-specific case studies, providing in-depth  
analyses of various contexts and challenges.

Topics explored include the treatment of religious 
minorities, the Moro people's continued struggle for 
self-determination, the experiences of ethnic Chinese 
communities in Brunei Darussalam, the representation 
of Filipino Muslims in local media, the criminalization 
of Rohingya refugees in Thailand, and the protection of 
children’s rights in the Philippines. Collectively, these 
chapters present a nuanced examination of discrimination, 
with a particular focus on how it is manifested in relation 
to individual identities and perspectives. The overarching 
emphasis remains on marginalized groups and the distinct 
challenges they face.

Key Chapters and Authors
Chapter 2 presents Su Yin Htun's work that  

explores the obstacles encountered by the Association  
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), a regional  
organization established in 1967 by Thailand, Singapore, 
the Philippines, Malaysia, and Indonesia. The chapter 
focuses on the difficulties experienced by ASEAN in its 
efforts to foster intergovernmental collaboration across 
several domains, including economic, political, security, 
and sociocultural spheres of growth. The ASEAN region 
encounters difficulties with refugees and stateless  
individuals, who frequently engage in migration as a 
result of economic hardships, human rights abuse,  
persecution, and internal strife. To tackle these concerns 
effectively, ASEAN must embrace conventions, create 
minimum criteria for treating and safeguarding these 
issues, and institute bilateral or multilateral agreements 
and monitoring mechanisms. Strong collaboration among 
member states is essential to mitigate statelessness  
effectively and prevent infringements on human rights. 
ASEAN should adopt a strategic approach to formulating 
concrete steps by enhancing legislative safeguards,  
promoting human rights norms, and fostering regional 
collaboration.

Chapter 3, authored by Ömer Faruk Çingir,  
examines socioeconomic issues and anticolonial struggles 
within the Southeast Asian region. The region exhibits 
notable features such as a wide range of ethnic groups, 
initiatives to establish and strengthen governing bodies, 
the development of influential individuals, the presence 

of civil society organizations, and the establishment of 
institutional systems. Intraregional migration is prevalent, 
characterized by migrant workers from member states 
of the ASEAN gaining increased access to social and 
economic prospects. Nevertheless, it is common for these 
workers to experience marginalization since economic 
development frequently takes precedence over the  
preservation of human rights, resulting in inadequate 
social safeguards. Discriminatory policies, including 
those targeting undocumented workers, further  
compound the worsening of these difficulties. The issue 
of social protection continues to pose a significant  
barrier in nations such as Malaysia, Thailand, and  
Singapore, where social security systems frequently 
provide coverage exclusively to individuals possessing 
proper legal documentation. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has further worsened the challenges mentioned above, 
leading to increased hardships for migrant workers in 
terms of limited access to healthcare services, unemployment, 
and substandard housing circumstances. Adopting  
a human rights-oriented perspective is imperative to 
tackle these concerns, emphasizing migration centered 
around human welfare and policies prioritizing human 
rights. Fostering regional collaboration and promoting 
human rights advocacy is essential to tackle these  
challenges effectively.

In Chapter 4, authored by Muhamad Nadhir  
Abdul Nasir, the focus lies on the imperative of addressing 
the marginalization experienced by various vulnerable 
groups, including women, children, the elderly, migrant 
workers, refugees, indigenous communities, ethnic  
minorities, as well as individuals with disabilities or 
chronic illnesses. The overarching goal is to foster the 
development of inclusive societies. The concept of  
inclusion necessitates an analysis of power dynamics, 
political determination, civic consciousness, and  
sociocultural customs among diverse stakeholders,  
including governments, regional and international  
organizations, and local communities. The primary  
emphasis lies in the endeavors of ASEAN organizations 
and regional organizations to advance and safeguard the 
rights of individuals with disabilities and foster the  
development of an inclusive society.  ASEAN has  
developed various plans and frameworks, including  
the ASEAN Enabling Masterplan 2025, the ASEAN 
Strategic Framework on Social Welfare and Development 
2016-20, and the ASEAN Sociocultural Community 
(ASCC) Plan of Action. These projects aim to improve 
the societal integration and protection of disabled  
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individuals. Implementing these plans presents problems, 
one of which is the concept of non-interference, which 
can impede both awareness and the required course of 
action. Furthermore, socioeconomic gaps across ASEAN 
member states may influence the implementation of these 
plans.

Chapter 5, authored by Satria Rizaldi Alchatib, 
presents an argument highlighting the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its 
susceptibility to criticism about its interventions in the 
Rohingya issue in Myanmar, positing them as unsuccessful. 
Despite the concerted efforts of the UNHCR, this  
organization has encountered challenges in effectively 
addressing several issues, including the safeguarding of 
human rights, combating sexual assault, and managing 
the influx of refugees into the host country of Bangladesh. 
There is a pressing call for UNHCR to establish a  
cohesive and collaborative initiative among nations to 
respond to the issue at hand adequately. Two paradigms 
can be used to categorize the understanding of the  
Rohingya situation: a hybrid approach that considers the 
diverse ethnicities in Asia and an ASEAN-based approach 
that emphasizes integration and diplomacy. Several  
nations within ASEAN, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, and 
Thailand, have been actively addressing the ongoing 
problem. 

Conversely, countries like India have also played 
a role in addressing the Rohingya situation. The UNHCR 
has faced criticism for its internal and external actions 
on the management of the Rohingya situation. The  
government of Myanmar has expressed criticism of the 
UNHCR for its perceived inaction and its non-sovereign 
status. The UNHCR ought to collaborate with other 
member states of ASEAN to formulate more  
forward-thinking initiatives aimed at the rehabilitation 
and repatriation of the Rohingya population. Additionally, 
UNHCR must foster regional and international  
collaboration to address this issue effectively.

In Chapter 6, authored by Al Khanif, the focus  
is on the examination of the theistic secular state in  
Indonesia. Its recognition of religious plurality and  
commitment to safeguarding the rights of religious  
minorities characterize this particular state model.  
Nevertheless, safeguarding the rights of religious  
minorities encounters various obstacles, including  
discrimination, persecution, and imposed limitations. 
After the New Order regime's downfall in 1998, the 
Indonesian state embraced secularism and emphasized 
preserving a harmonious coexistence between religious 

and secular principles. Pancasila, the national ideology 
of Indonesia, places substantial emphasis on the principles 
of humanity, unity, democracy, and social justice.  
Establishing regional autonomy is crucial in safeguarding 
the fundamental right of religious freedom and upholding 
societal cohesion. However, it is essential to acknowledge 
that regional autonomy can be susceptible to exploitation 
by the dominant group, leading to the potential  
marginalization and subjugation of religious minority 
communities. The safeguarding of the rights of religious 
minorities necessitates the establishment of a robust 
framework and unequivocal legitimacy to mitigate the 
risk of exploitation and discrimination. The intricate 
nature of the association between the dominant group 
and religious minority populations exemplifies the  
difficulties encountered in attaining equitable safeguarding 
of human rights.

Chapter 7 is authored by Mohor Chakraborty who 
comprehensively examines the extensive historical  
background of the Moro community in the Philippines, 
tracing its origins to Spanish colonization in the 16th 
century. The Moro community, characterized by a distinct 
ethno-religious identity rooted in Islam, encounters a 
multitude of obstacles as they strive to attain self- 
governance and separation from the governing body in 
the center. These factors encompass territorial-based 
ethnic variety, ideological variations, and diverging  
interests and objectives. The Moro desire for self- 
determination is rooted in politics and safeguarding the 
rights of individuals who have collectively endured 
historical injustices, marginalization, and the challenges 
associated with resisting colonialism and postcolonial 
dominance. The Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) was 
enacted in 2018, leading to the establishment of the 
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 
(BARMM) in 2019. 

Nevertheless, implementing and establishing 
coalitions faces obstacles, including stakeholder  
disagreements and the need for a federal transition. The 
Moro struggle is additionally shaped by the historical 
context of Philippine government colonization and  
marginalization, alongside settlement practices that have 
exacerbated their marginalization and economic  
underdevelopment. Many security threats jeopardize the 
security of the Moro people in the region, including 
terrorist organizations such as Abu Sayyaf, Bangsamoro 
Islamic Freedom Fighters, and other groups associated 
with the Islamic State (IS). The procedure also  
encompasses negotiations with the central government 
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and local government units about revenue, grants, and 
customary affairs.

In Chapter 8, Lidya Christin Sinaga presents  
an argument highlighting the notable presence of the 
Chinese community in Brunei Darussalam as a prominent 
minority group. This community constitutes around  
two-thirds of the overall Chinese population within  
the country. The term "minority" originates from the 
national ideology of the "Malay Islamic Monarchy" 
(MIB), which functions within a monarchical framework. 
Citizenship in Brunei is a topic of sensitivity, as there is 
limited official data available regarding the population 
of individuals of Chinese heritage who hold permanent 
residency or are stateless. The conditions outlined in  
the 1961 Brunei Citizenship Act have resulted in the 
statelessness of individuals of ethnic Chinese origin, 
limiting their ability to obtain citizenship rights and 
impeding their enjoyment of broader human rights. Trade 
routes facilitated the arrival of ethnic Chinese in Brunei, 
tracing back to the 13th century. After Brunei gained 
independence in 1984, this country implemented an 
ethnicity-based citizenship system to regulate the  
population.

Nevertheless, authorities denied a significant 
portion of the ethnic Chinese population the opportunity 
to pursue citizenship, resulting in their legal status as 
stateless individuals. The Brunei Citizenship Act governs 
the acquisition of citizenship in Brunei, delineating three 
distinct methods: legal operation, registration, and  
naturalization. Individuals of Chinese ethnicity may be 
classified as stateless if their father holds Bruneian  
citizenship. Furthermore, individuals born in Brunei 
Darussalam, regardless of whether it was before or after 
the appointed day, are typically recognized as belonging 
to the indigenous Malay race. Chinese ethnic families 
residing in Brunei continue to face susceptibility to racial 
prejudice and stereotyping rooted in their ethnic lineage. 
The issue of statelessness in Brunei is a matter of concern 
from a human rights perspective, particularly concerning 
the Chinese population, as religious restrictions  
characterize government policies in the country. The 
Citizenship Act of Brunei has implemented policies that 
have resulted in the denial of citizenship status to  
individuals of ethnic Chinese descent, making them 
stateless.

Chapter 9 is authored by Rejinel Valencia's  
and highlights the marginalization of Filipino Muslims 
in the Philippines due to colonial and post-independence 
policies that favored the Christian population. The 

Jabidah massacre in 1968 and the Moro National  
Liberation Front (MNLF) in 1971 fueled a bloody conflict 
in Mindanao. Despite a peace process involving seven 
Philippine presidents, there is a lack of public support 
for the Moro peace process. Media organizations,  
namely Inquirer.net, frequently depict Filipino Muslims 
in an unfavorable light, neglecting crucial contextual 
information and disregarding the perspectives and  
expressions of Muslim individuals. The absence of  
interviews conducted with Filipino Muslims serves to 
exacerbate this matter. To effectively resolve the dispute, 
it is imperative to develop a more comprehensive  
understanding of the historical impact of Orientalism and 
incorporate Filipino Muslim culture into educational 
curricula. There is a need for enhanced training programs 
aimed at journalists who report on the Moro peace  
process, with a particular emphasis on including experts 
from the Muslim community. Promoting the peace 
process by the Philippine government is imperative, 
necessitating direct engagement with the concerned 
parties to address their respective difficulties. Efficient 
institutions such as the University of the Philippines 
College of Mass Communication, the National  
Commission for Filipino Muslims, and the Philippine 
Institute for Development Studies support efforts to 
enhance comprehension and address disputes between 
Filipino Christians and Muslims.

In Chapter 10, Bhanubhatra Jittiang delves into 
the systemic oppression experienced by the Rohingya 
community residing in Myanmar's Rakhine state. Over 
one million individuals, compelled to abandon their 
homes due to this repression, have sought sanctuary in 
neighboring nations. The United Nations has officially 
acknowledged the Rohingya community as the "most 
persecuted minority in the world." This chapter provides 
an analysis of the historical background and intricate 
dynamics of the crisis, with a specific emphasis on  
the interplay between Myanmar and the Rohingya  
community. Additionally, it delves into the global reaction 
to the problem, investigating the potential and constraints 
of international involvement in addressing the situation. 
The chapter further examines the Thai government's 
execution of robust security measures targeting the  
Rohingya population since the onset of the 21st century. 
It delves into the ramifications of these actions , with a 
specific focus on the consequential growth of human 
trafficking networks. This chapter analyzes the notion  
of securitization within security studies, particularly 
emphasizing the perspectives of the Copenhagen School 
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and the Paris School. The most significant Rohingya 
migration took place from 2015 to 2017 in response to 
extensive acts of violence in Rakhine State. The chapter 
finishes by providing an analysis of the potential  
consequences of Thailand's actions on the Rohingya 
population and the networks involved in human  
trafficking. Thailand has the potential to demonstrate 
enhanced political determination through its assistance 
to the Rohingya, particularly in light of the significant 
shift in Myanmar's public sentiment after the military 
takeover of 2021. Moreover, Thailand must investigate 
various avenues for broadening its engagement  
possibilities. That is necessary in light of the imperative 
of international collaboration to effectively respond to 
pressing demands and seek viable, long-term resolutions 
to the issue.

In Chapter 11, authored by Archill Niña  
Faller-Capistrano, the focus is on the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which was 
instituted in 1990 to address age-based discrimination 
and safeguard the fundamental human rights of children. 
The Philippines, regarded as an exemplar of children's 
rights within the ASEAN region, encounters various 
obstacles in protecting children against abuse,  
exploitation, violence, social disparities, limited access 
to fundamental services, gender-based violence, and 
educational deficiencies. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
exacerbated these issues. It is crucial to enhance their 
role and involvement in decision-making processes to 
improve children's rights. However, challenges exist in 
reporting child abuse cases, child protection, and policy 
implementation. A more inclusive approach and better 
funding for local non-governmental organizations are 
needed to protect children's rights more effectively. The 
Republic of the Philippines is currently encountering 
difficulties in the realm of documented instances of child 
abuse and effectively executing policies related to this 
issue.

Finally, Chapter 12, authored by Herlambang 
Perdana Wiratraman, provides an analysis of the  
persistent assaults against Indonesian campuses and 
scholars, hence eliciting apprehension regarding the 
preservation of academic freedom. The situation has  
been further aggravated by the politicization of higher 
education by irresponsible individuals in positions of 
power, giving rise to four primary challenges. These 
challenges include the lack of sufficient legal safeguards 
for meaningful discourse, instances of violence and 
threats directed toward educational institutions, the  

perpetuation of feudalistic and inflexible societal  
structures, and the promotion of commercialization in 
higher education with the backing of the state. The  
notion of being "free from practical political influence" 
encounters difficulties due to the absence of well-defined 
criteria for evaluating the degree to which such influence 
impacts scholarly endeavors. The Higher Education Act 
has regulations that regulate academic freedom. Yet, the 
imprecise nature of legal components and the ambiguity 
surrounding the laws do not inherently guarantee the 
assurance of its preservation. The emergence of  
authoritarianism in Indonesia has resulted in the  
marginalization of scholars and the repression of  
scientific knowledge. The issue is further worsened by 
unfounded allegations and acts of cyber terrorism  
conducted through online platforms. Instances of sexual 
harassment within college environments and  
infringements against intellectual property rights pose 
challenges to the concept of academic freedom.  
Additional reforms are necessary to promote equitable 
access to educational opportunities for all students in 
Indonesia. Advocacy for academic freedom and human 
rights holds significant value, as collective endeavors 
and heightened consciousness regarding its significance 
can foster an educational environment that is inclusive 
and egalitarian.

Understanding Marginalization and Human Rights 
in Southeast Asia

The compiled book edited by Al Khanif and Khoo 
Ying Hooi, comprises twelve chapters that illustrate the 
classification of several Southeast Asian countries as 
lacking sufficient legal authority to protect the  
fundamental importance of human rights. Muslim  
minority groups experience the phenomenon of  
marginalization, observable in several manifestations, 
including the implementation of Sharia law, the  
persecution of the Rohingya people in Myanmar, and 
counter-terrorism measures undertaken in the Philippines. 
The region's intricate amalgamation of diverse cultures, 
religions, nationalities, political institutions, and  
historical backgrounds poses considerable obstacles in 
efficiently resolving human rights breaches. This book 
focuses on a wide array of marginalized groups,  
including but not limited to ethnic minorities, religious 
communities, children, indigenous populations, migrant 
laborers, refugees, scholars, and individuals with  
disabilities. That underscores the disparities in  
achievement levels and the availability of opportunities 
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for marginalized communities and minority groups to 
discuss their rights, incorporating both localized efforts 
and broader national circumstances.

Moreover, the book examines the impact of 
broader societal, economic, and political frameworks on 
individuals' capacity to exercise their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. The structural organization of  
the book effectively illustrates the interdependence of 
marginalization and human rights within the context of 
Southeast Asia. The narratives offer valuable perspectives 
on a range of concepts, such as the complex dynamics 
of marginalization, the significance of upholding human 
rights, the diverse cultural and value systems that exist 
in Southeast Asian countries, the distinct challenges 
encountered by each nation, the influence of media and 
stereotypes, specific areas of concern, and potential 
strategies for addressing these issues. The narratives 
mentioned above provide insight into the complex  
dynamics of marginalization and the protection of human 
rights in Southeast Asia, along with the challenges faced 
in striving for equality and justice for vulnerable  
communities.

Marginalization refers to when specific individuals, 
collectives, or geographical areas within a society  
experience a process or outcome of being isolated,  
excluded, or overlooked. Marginalization is a sociocultural 
phenomenon characterized by relegating or excluding 
specific individuals, groups, or geographic regions from 
the central or core aspects of societal, economic, or  
political engagement (Baah et al., 2019). Various factors 
often contribute to the frequent manifestation of this 
phenomenon, encompassing systematic injustice,  
discrimination, inequality, and governmental and  
institutional apathy. In this framework, marginalized 
individuals, groups, or regions often face challenges  
when striving to attain equitable access to resources, 
opportunities, and rights comparable to those the  
dominant group enjoys (Allen, 2023).

Society observes marginalization across various 
aspects of human existence, including but not limited to 
economics, education, health, politics, and culture. The 
phenomenon occurs when an individual or group has 
obstacles in fully achieving their fundamental rights  
and freedoms due to various restraints, including legal, 
political, cultural, and economic factors. Marginalization 
involves multiple aspects, including social, economic, 
and political exclusion and vulnerability, deprivation, 
and restricted involvement in decision-making processes  
at all levels. This phenomenon has an impact on various 

demographic groups, encompassing refugees, migrant 
workers, minors, ethnic and religious minorities, and 
those with impairments. Intentional and unintentional 
actions conducted by individuals or collectives can  
impact marginalization.

Regional Initiatives and Future Directions in Human 
Rights Fulfillment

The compilation of chapters also underscores the 
importance of recognizing and fulfilling the human rights 
of marginalized individuals and groups. According to 
international human rights principles, it is incumbent 
upon all states to enact legislation and enforce policies 
and procedures essential to eradicating discriminatory 
practices. However, it is widely observed that several 
Southeast Asian nations believe that utilizing human 
rights discourse by marginalized factions can potentially 
jeopardize the integrity of their respective national  
sovereignties. The adoption of an "Asian values"  
perspective, which opposes the implementation of human 
rights, is driven by the assertion that human rights are an 
expression of Western ideology that is inherently incon-
gruent with Asian culture, among other reasons.

As a result, certain Southeast Asian countries 
encounter distinct issues encountered by minority  
communities. Indonesia should enhance its efforts to 
safeguard the rights and well-being of religious minority 
groups. The topic of the Moro community's battle for 
self-determination in the Philippines is a matter of  
significant concern. The statement mentioned above 
holds for the challenges encountered by the Chinese 
community in Brunei Darussalam. Furthermore,  
decolonizing local media was underscored in conjunction 
with these problems. The media landscape in the  
Philippines should strive to emancipate itself from the 
historical perpetuation of racist tendencies, which have 
consistently contributed to the marginalization of  
Muslims and their subsequent segregation from  
Christians. This book also examines further specific 
concerns, such as the inadequate response of the Thai 
government towards Rohingya refugees and the  
safeguarding of children's rights in the Philippines.  
Furthermore, Thailand exhibits instances of prejudice 
about sexual orientation, religion, political ideologies, 
and racial backgrounds.

 ASEAN possesses multiple institutions for the 
enforcement of human rights. One example is the ASEAN 
Committee on the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant 
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Workers (ACMW). Furthermore, the existence of the 
ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human 
Rights (AICHR) and the ASEAN Human Rights  
Declaration (AHRD) is worth noting. Nevertheless, the 
AICHR encounters obstacles in the form of insufficient 
autonomy and restricted authority when addressing  
human rights breaches inside the region. Experts  
presented various remedies to effectively tackle the 
problems of marginalization and human rights violations. 
The initiatives mentioned above encompass naturalization, 
enhancing collaboration across ASEAN, and advocating 
for shared accountability in assisting stateless individuals in 
acquiring legitimate civil or citizenship documentation. 
Implementing these measures will strengthen Southeast 
Asia's overall human rights situation.

Concluding Notes
This book employs a multidisciplinary and  

critical framework, primarily emphasizing the analysis 
of law and policy. It considers various cultural, economic, 
social, and political factors contributing to the issue of 
human rights and marginalization in Southeast Asia. This 
compilation of essays represents a courageous endeavor 
to offer a more encompassing comprehension of the 
circumstances surrounding human rights and marginalization 
within the given location. The articles authored by each 
contributor in this book collectively shed light on the 
various practices of marginalization that weaken the 
significance of human rights in the Southeast Asian  
region. That implies that they demonstrate how  
marginalization practices threaten or undermine the 
importance of human rights. Southeast Asia comprises 
a collection of nations characterized by various social, 
political, and cultural circumstances. Marginalization 
practices in the region encompass multiple forms of 
discrimination against minority groups, curtailment of 
freedom of speech and expression, infringements upon 
women's rights, and repression of human rights advocates 
(McCarthy, 2024).

Through the depiction of marginalization, these 
writings have the potential to enhance critical consciousness 
regarding human rights concerns in Southeast Asia and 
foster the initiation of efforts by all stakeholders to  
advocate for a more comprehensive socio-political  
transformation within the area. The dissemination of 
these contributions, along with the discussions they  
inspire, holds the potential to positively influence  
the implementation and protection of human rights in 
Southeast Asia. However, it is important to acknowledge 

that each chapter reflects the individual author’s  
perspective and is inherently shaped by their specific 
academic and cultural standpoint. As such, readers are 
encouraged to engage with multiple viewpoints and 
consult a range of sources to gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of the region's human rights landscape.

To further strengthen the volume’s scope and 
analytical depth, the editors might consider incorporating 
additional case studies that highlight instances of  
marginalization and human rights violations across a 
broader range of Southeast Asian countries. Such an 
approach would enhance the reader’s understanding of 
the complex and varied challenges faced by marginalized 
populations throughout the region. Moreover, integrating 
a more robust gender analysis into the examination of 
strategies for combating marginalization and advancing 
human rights would offer valuable insights into how 
gender intersects with other identity markers—such as 
ethnicity and religion—in shaping individuals’ lived 
experiences of exclusion. The inclusion of such analysis 
would significantly improve the scholarly rigor, accuracy, 
and relevance of discussions on social discrimination.
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