
113

Book Review: Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical Strategies

Pakorn Akkakanjanasupara & Tuangthong Nukulkijb*

a	 Faculty of Education, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, 10330 Thailand
b	 School of Creative Educational Management, Panyapiwat Institute of Management, Nonthaburi, 11120 Thailand 

"Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical Strategies"  
(2020) by Pat Bazeley (Patricia Bazeley) is a comprehensive 
guide offering practical strategies for analyzing qualitative 
data. Bazeley emphasizes the importance of understanding 
and interpreting data through processes such as coding, 
linking, comparing, and reconnecting fractured data, 
catering to both novice and experienced researchers. The 
book also highlights the potential impact of its content, 
providing valuable insights for enhancing qualitative 
research methodologies. This review critically assesses 
the book's content, evaluating its strengths, weaknesses, 
and overall contribution to qualitative research. By  
effectively bridging theory and practice, this book has 
the potential to make a significant impact on the field of 
qualitative research, empowering researchers to conduct 
rigorous and insightful analyses.	

Qualitative data analysis plays a crucial role in 
contemporary research, offering valuable insights into 
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complex phenomena. However, researchers often  
encounter challenges in effectively analyzing qualitative 
data and require practical guidance. "Qualitative Data 
Analysis: Practical Strategies" by Bazeley addresses these 
challenges by providing researchers at all levels with the 
necessary tools and techniques for rigorous analysis. In 
this review, we analyzed the content, assessing its 
strengths and weaknesses. We evaluated the clarity and 
practicality of the recommendations, taking into account 
their relevance to the current field of research and the 
potential impact of qualitative research methods. It  
provides a methodical approach, supplemented by  
practical samples and exemplars, to traverse the  
difficulties of qualitative examination. The book places 
emphasize on integrated analysis throughout research 
and empowers the researcher to gain a deeper  
understanding of the data that they collect. This book 
serves as a valuable resource for researchers seeking 
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 " Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical Strategies"  (2 0 2 0 ) by Pat Bazeley (Patricia Bazeley) is a 
comprehensive guide offering practical strategies for analyzing qualitative data. Bazeley emphasizes the importance of 
understanding and interpreting data through processes such as coding, linking, comparing, and reconnecting fractured 
data, catering to both novice and experienced researchers. The book also highlights the potential impact of its content, 
providing valuable insights for enhancing qualitative research methodologies. This review critically assesses the book's 
content, evaluating its strengths, weaknesses, and overall contribution to qualitative research. By effectively bridging 
theory and practice, this book has the potential to make a significant impact on the field of qualitative research, 
empowering researchers to conduct rigorous and insightful analyses.  

 Qualitative data analysis plays a crucial role in contemporary research, offering valuable insights into complex 
phenomena. However, researchers often encounter challenges in effectively analyzing qualitative data and require 
practical guidance. "Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical Strategies" by Bazeley addresses these challenges by providing 
researchers at all levels with the necessary tools and techniques for rigorous analysis. In this review, we analyzed the 
content, assessing its strengths and weaknesses. We evaluated the clarity and practicality of the recommendations, taking 
into account their relevance to the current field of research and the potential impact of qualitative research methods. It 
provides a methodical approach, supplemented by practical samples and exemplars, to traverse the difficulties of 
qualitative examination. The book places emphasize on integrated analysis throughout research and empowers the 
researcher to gain a deeper understanding of the data that they collect. This book serves as a valuable resource for 
researchers seeking practical guidance in qualitative data analysis. In the following sections of the review, a detailed 
analysis of the content of the review is provided, which concludes with a recommendation and personal opinion on its 
value in general and its contribution to qualitative research in general. 
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practical guidance in qualitative data analysis. In the 
following sections of the review, a detailed analysis of 
the content of the review is provided, which concludes 
with a recommendation and personal opinion on its 
value in general and its contribution to qualitative  
research in general.

Bazeley's work is organized into three sections, 
each of which deals with various aspects of quantitative 
data. In Part I, the foundations of analysis are established, 
encompassing topics such as qualitative thinking,  
research design considerations, and data management. 
Part II delves into  the fundamentals of analysis,  
including initial data exploration, coding strategies, 
managing the coding process, and working with diverse 
data types, such as visual and narrative data. Part III 
extends the discussion  by focusing on investigating 
connections, theory development, and achieving  
coherent understanding.

The book's comprehensive coverage of qualitative 
research approaches is a notable strength. Bazeley  
acknowledges a wide range of methodologies and  
paradigms, including phenomenography, conversation 
analysis, narrative analysis, and case studies. While 
emphasizing coding and thematic analysis, which are 
commonly employed in qualitative and mixed methods 
research, Bazeley provides a pragmatic overview that 
introduces readers to the diversity within the field.

The author adeptly harmonizes theoretical  
deliberations with operational tactics throughout the 
volume. The inclusion of step-by-step guidance,  
practical advice, and illuminating examples enables  
researchers to navigate the complexities of qualitative 
data analysis. The discussion on software tools such as 
NVivo further enhances the book’s relevance in the 
digital era. Additionally, a companion website enriches 
the learning experience by offering supplementary  
resources such as videos, datasets, and referred articles.

However, the book does have a few limitations. 
While it covers a broad range of qualitative approaches, 
the focus on coding and thematic analysis may overshadow 
the depth and nuances of alternative paradigms. Its  
pragmatic approach occasionally misses opportunities to 
explore the epistemological and ontological foundations 
that underpin qualitative research. Furthermore, the 
limited attention given to the challenges of mixed-methods 
research leaves readers needing additional guidance  
to effectively integrate qualitative and quantitative  
approaches.

 

By critically evaluating the strengths and  
weaknesses of Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical  
Strategies, it  becomes evident that the book furnishes 
an exhaustive guidebook for researchers seeking  
practical strategies for qualitative data analysis.  
However, it falls short of fully exploring the breadth and 
complexity of qualitative research approaches. Despite 
these limitations, the book remains an essential reference 
for grasping the foundations of qualitative data analysis, 
bridging theory and practice while encouraging further 
exploration and development in the field.

Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical Strategies 
by Bazeley is an invaluable resource for researchers 
engaged in qualitative data analysis. This book provides 
an accessible yet exhaustive guide, blending theoretical 
principles with actionable strategies. Bazeley's expertise 
is evident in her guidance, which enables both novice 
and experienced researchers to navigate the complexities 
of qualitative analysis with confidence.

This review provides a balanced evaluation  
of the book, highlighting its strengths—such as its  
comprehensive coverage of qualitative approaches, 
practical advice, and inclusion of real-world examples 
and resources—while also critiquing its limitations,  
including insufficient attention to the philosophical  
underpinnings of qualitative research and the challenges 
of mixed-methods research.

To enhance the book’s value, it is recommended 
that readers supplement it with additional resources that 
delve deeper into specific qualitative methodologies and 
paradigms. By incorporating specific examples, the  
review effectively illustrates the practical strategies 
discussed by Bazeley, helping readers understand their 
application in real research contexts. Furthermore, the 
assessment of the book aims to assess its alignment with 
current research and methodology and identify any new 
or unique contributions.

Overall, Qualitative Data Analysis: Practical 
Strategies is an excellent starting point for researchers 
new to qualitative analysis and offers valuable insights 
for researchers. The book appeals to a diverse audience, 
including graduate students, social researchers, and 
qualitative researchers across disciplines. It prompts 
further research and exploration, encouraging readers to 
delve deeper into specific qualitative methodologies and 
consider mixed-methods research approaches. 
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In conclusion, this review provides a comprehensive 
analysis of the book, offering evaluative comments and 
constructive suggestions for its improvement. Qualitative 
Data Analysis: Practical Strategies is highly recommended 
for researchers seeking a systematic and insightful  
approach to qualitative analysis. By equipping researchers 
with tools to effectively navigate the complexities of 
qualitative analysis, the book has the potential to make 
a significant impact on the field of qualitative research.
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