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Factors affecting the development of young children
at child care centers in Nakhonnayok province according to

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the development of young children and
factors that affected their development at child care centers in Nakhonnayok province.
The study group was 362 parents and teachers of children between the ages of 3-5 years
at child care centers in Nakhonnayok province. The research evaluated the
developmentally appropriate practice of gross motor development, fine motor
development, language and communication development and social and emotional
development with the reliability of .913, .944, 954 and .880, respectively. The factors that
affected the development of young children were parenting style (democracy, supporting
and reasoning), learning environment (external environment and internal environment)
and learning activity (learning approaches and building relationships between home,
school and community) which had the reliability of .876, .891 and .904 respectively.

Statistics used in this research was Canonical correlation analysis.

The research findings indicated as follows
1. The basic statistics of factors which were nurturing, learning environment and
learning activity perceived the overall contributed to developmentally appropriate

practice at high level of appropriateness.
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2. The Canonical correlation of factors which were nurturing, learning
environment and learning activity that affected the development of early childhood
students were equal to .412, .372, .188 and .106 respectively. The first function and the
second function were significantly correlated at .01. However, the relationship of the third
function and the fourth function were not statistically significant.

3. The weight of importance of the Canonical correlation on factors which were
nurturing, learning environment and learning activity that contributed to developmentally
appropriate practice affected in two functions. The first function was related to nurturing,
learning environment and learning activity. However, the second function was related to

only nurturing and learning environment.

Keywords: Child Development, Child Care Centers, Developmentally Appropriate

Practice
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. Canonical Eigen . .
Function . Wilk’s Chi-square
F correlation value Lambda A 7 df p
(Ro) G I el
1 0.41 0.16 0.68 135.91 28.00 0.00
2 0.37 0.13 0.82 69.72 18.00 0.00
3 0.18 0.03 0.95 16.71 10.00 0.08
4 0.10 0.01 0.98 3.99 4.00 0.40
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