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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the funeral traditions of Ban Pong Sawai, Tha Tum
Subdistrict, Tha Tum District, Surin Province, and 2) analyze the moral principles found in the
funeral traditions of Ban Pong Sawai, Tha Tum Subdistrict, Tha Tum District, Surin Province.
Qualitative research was conducted, gathering data from documents and fieldwork, using in-

depth interviews with 20 key informants. Data were then analyzed using a descriptive method.
The research findings revealed that:

In the funeral traditions of Ban Pong Sawai, Tha Tum Subdistrict, Tha Tum District,
Surin Province, when someone dies, descendants perform a bathing ceremony and decorate
the body to express gratitude. Then, a one-baht-weight beeswax candle is placed in nine
strands and placed over the head of the deceased. Relatives of the deceased must invite a
spirit master to lead the funeral rituals. The ritual involves bathing the body with hot water
and then with cold water. The tying of the corpse must be performed by someone trained in
tying the body, who knows the incantation for tying the corpse, and tying it with a sacred
thread three times. The corpse is then covered with a white cloth and sprinkled with water to
commemorate the deceased's gratitude. And to ask for forgiveness from the deceased,
cremation ceremonies are not held on the days of Ghost Eating, Sinking, Floating, and Ubat,
the Day of Doomsday, or Agkaniroth. After the cremation, a ceremony is held to collect the

ashes and make merit for the deceased.

The moral principles found in funeral ceremonies are: 1) Lighting a lamp at the feet
or beside the coffin symbolizes light guiding the deceased's soul to a good place. 2) Chanting
the Matika refers to the chanting of Abhidhamma at funerals, which aims to show respect for
the deceased and to convey the Buddha's teachings. 3) Ordination in front of the fire refers to
the ordination of children and grandchildren to lead the body to cremation. 4) The scattering
of popped rice at funerals is considered the final act of offering to the deceased.

Keywords: Funeral Traditions; Morals Regarding; Bouchnafai
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