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Abstract

The objectives of this research paper were : 1) to study making merit method in
Buddhism and Buddhist ethics , 2) to study making Boon Khoa Sak for the people of Nong Yai
Sub-district, Sri Somdet District, Roi Et Province and 3) to analyze making Boon Khoa Sak
according to the moral principles in Buddhist ethics of the people of Nong Yai Sub-district,
Sri Somdet District, Roi Et Province. It is qualitative field research. Data were collected from a
target group of 40 people using tools such as interviews and observation. The research results
were presented using descriptive analysis.

The results of research found that :

Making merit in Buddhism is doing good deeds with an objective to increase good
or good deeds for the person who makes merit and to get rid of selfishness out of the mind.
Making merit is the cause of happiness, makes the mind blossom with merit, makes the mind
as a pure, life is peaceful, meets only good things. There are many ways to make merit in
Buddhism, such as giving , observing the precepts, mental developing, etc.

The people of Nong Yai Sub-district have made merit called Boon Khao Sak, a
tradition of making merit that is dedicated or specific to the deceased ancestors and dedicate
the merit to the beasts of the hell being or the departed being (Peta), popularly performed on
the 15th full moon day of the 10th lunar month as an annual. Making merit according to such
traditions will be consistent with the principle of making merit in Buddhism on giving, but the
giving here is giving to the deceased ancestors.

According to the Buddhist ethics, it can be seen that the merit making is related to
the moral principle of Katannukatavedi (one who is thankful for benefits received reciprocates
them). It is to know the patronage that a person has already done and to repay or satisfy them.
It can be divided into two levels: 1) those who have personal merit or support and 2) those

who have served or have virtues that are beneficial to the public.

Keywords: making Boon Khoa Sak; virtue principles; Buddhist ethics;
people of Nong Yai Sub-district
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