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Abstract

The study entitled “A Study of Belief in the Bodhi Tree in Thai Society” consisted of
the following objectives: 1) to investigate the background of Bodhi tree in Buddhism; 2) to study
the planting and maintenance of Phra Sri Maha Bodhi trees in Thai society.; and 3) to study the
symbolic belief in the Bodhi tree in Thai society. The scope of content is the background of
the Sri Maha Bodhi tree. Traditions about the Sri Maha Bodhi tree in Thai society and beliefs
about Phra Si Maha Bodhi The boundary of the area is Roi-Et Province. The research tool is an
interview form. Target group 40 photos/person by specific selection Collect data, categorize,
analyze and synthesize content. Summarize and report the results by descriptive methods.

The following results are found: The Sri Maha Bodhi Tree in India is the first tree from
which the Lord Buddha attained enlightenment until the present day. The Sri Maha Bodhi tree
in Lanka was the first tree given by King Asoka the Great to plant in Lanka during the reign of
King Devanampiyatissa. The Sri Maha Bodhi tree planted in Thailand was brought from both
India and Lanka. Especially during the reign of King Mongkut, the motto of planting the Phra Si
Maha Bodhi tree was especially popular. Taking care of the Bodhi tree is rooted in beliefs and
appears in the form of traditions such as the tradition of watering the Bodhi tree, etc. The Sri
Maha Bodhi tree conveys 4 symbolic meanings: 1) a symbol of Buddhism 2) a sacred tree 3)

Thai idioms and Guidelines 4) Place symbols.

Keywords: Belief; Bodhi Tree; Thai Society
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