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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify and assess the effects of external factors,
including the EU yellow card, on the southern border fishing industry. Questionnaires
were used to elicit opinions from 30 small and medium-sized operators, which
included fishing boats, fish rafts, and fish processing plants in the provinces of
Songkhla, Pattani, Narathiwat, and Satun. The data were collected from September
2016 - July 2018. Descriptive statistics in percentage were used to analyze the data.
External factors and their effects on the fishing industry were identified and assessed
using descriptive statistics in percentage to analyze problems and identify blocks
hindering the development of the industry. Factors affecting the fishing industry
were rated from 1 (least impact) to 10 (highest impact) by eight experts to determine
the average coefficient of external factors on fishing activities.

The results of the study indicated that the EU “yellow card” (the Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing, or IUU) had the following effects on fishery activities during
2016-2018: a 30% decline in average net profit growth rate, a 25% decline in average
production cost growth rate, a 53.30% decline in rate and outcomes of planned
fishing boats used per fishing trip, and a 20% decline in liquidity growth rate, debt to
equity ratio, and cost growth rate. Identification and assessment of external factors
indicated the following: the unfavorable investment climate and laws represented
94.90%, followed by the imbalance between aquatic catching and production
volume granted for the transactions (93.40%), and lack of unity in fishery activities

among the ministry and concerned agencies (87.30%). The calculated external factor
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coefficients for peak impact on the survivability of fishing industry operators and the
governmental obligations in the fishing industry (coefficient 0.57) and labor resources

(coefficient 0.25).

Keywords: illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, external factors, southern

border fishing industry
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