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Abstract

This study is conducted with two objectives; 1) to study the problems and obstacles
of the assistive media using in the contemporary art exhibitions for people with
visual impairment and 2) to introduce the use of assistive media in the contemporary
art exhibitions to the museums and contemporary art galleries in Thailand in order to
distribute the knowledge among people with visual impairment. This study employs
multiple sources of data collection covering literature reviews, online journals,
observation, and interview with the museum experts and the museum visitors. The
target group of this study consists of art museums, contemporary art galleries and
the exhibitions in Thailand and overseas that involve with visually impaired
audiences.

Research has found that in order to transmit the information of an exhibition to the
visually impaired, media that relates to other senses than sight should accompany
the exhibition, for instance through 1) Tactile Media: gaining information through one
of the most basic senses that is not easily degradable. Tactile media is one of the
media that allows the visually impaired to best visualize an object, especially if it is
of similar size and texture. 2) Auditory Media: transmits audio from audio devices.
3) Olfactory Media: transmits the natural and environmental state of a material.
4) Visual Media (for those with partial sight): is media that transmits visual similarities
to those who have problems seeing or are not totally blind, for example larger and
clearer font sizes and information. Lastly 5) Activity and Interaction Media: is used in
various ways to add channels of interaction. These various media can help to
stimulate awareness and transmit various types of information in an effective way,
and aid the visually impaired to understand the context and theory of an exhibition

and to visualize it internally.

Keywords: Assistive Media for Exhibition, Contemporary Art, People with Visual

Impairment
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