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Abstract

This article aims at explaining the meaning and relevant factors including procedure in teaching
English skills for the Thai EFL learners through the use of semantic mapping. Reading is essential and
undeniably one of the most important skills since it helps develop an all-rounded, in-depth person;
however, reading skills may be difficult for those who learn English as a foreign language because they are
probably unfamiliar with it. As a result, the learners of English as a foreign language must understand

the vocabulary and various sentence patterns of English very well in order to grasp the main point of text
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being read; therefore, semantic mapping is one teaching method that helps simplify the reading skill.

The elements of the semantic mapping should be thought of as geometric shapes and the message of the
main idea or details of the story are arrows which represent the directions and connect the maim idea.
This is @ way to help learners see the relationship of the true message; moreover, it helps the students to
organize the details into groups according to the topics. Using semantic mapping, the learner-centered
learning process is helpful because it asks the students to participate in building the map of the idea.
Consequently, the procedure of semantic mapping is a method which will help learners read English with
better understanding and enable them to grasp the main idea of the text by making effective connections

of the whole story systematically.

Keywords : Semantic Mapping, Teaching English Reading Skills, EFL
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Reading Passage

ional Plastic C

There are two main kinds of international plastic cards. The first kind are travel and entertainment cards such as
American Express, Diner’s Club and Carte Blanche. The second kind are Visa and MasterCard credit cards which have different
local names in each country. In Britain the former is called Barclaycard and the later is called Access. Both sorts of cards can be
used in many hotels, restaurants and shops worldwide. When a cardholder pays a bill, the details are written on a sales voucher,
which the cardholder signs. The shop or restaurant give the top copy to the customer, sends a copy to the finance company and
keeps a copy. The finance company pays the shop the amount of the bill, but takes off a small percentage charge. For example,
if a bill is £60, the finance company takes off 5% and pays the shop £57. The finance company sends every cardholder
a statement each month with details of all the transactions in that month.

Travel and entertainment card accounts must be paid in full every month. Credit cardholder do not have to pay their
accounts every month, but they must pay a minimum amount of £5 or 5% of the bill (whichever is greater). Then the
outstanding balance, plus interest, is written on the next statement.

Cardholders pay for travel and entertainment cards (the annual subscription for both American Express and Diner’s
Club is £17.50), but credit cards and free in Britain.

In Britain some credit cards are also cheque cards. Barclaycard guarantees cheques drawn on Barclays Bank

and Access guarantees cheques drawn on the National Westminster Bank.

From: Oxenden & Seligson (2008 : 18). English File: Book
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Worksheet

Reading Comprehension

Group Class

Members’ Names: 1. 4.
2. 5.
3.

Instructions : Complete this map with words or phrases related to the main topic.

International Plastic Cards

v

\4

\4

| Travel and entertainment cards | |

Barclaycard / Access cards

I
\4

\4 V4
| | | | | | | |
[ I ] I#I
N4
| | | |
\ Vv
| | | |
\ v
| sales voucher | | sales voucher |
v v v v v v
| | | | | | |
1 i\
| 5% charged statement i— | 5% charoed statement |—
Answer Key

International Plastic Cards

v

\%

\4

Travel and entertainment cards

Barclaycard / Access cards

|
v

American Diner’s Club Carte Visa credit Master credit cards
Fxnress Blanche cards
[ v [ I I
can use in hotel’s restaurants, can use in hotels, restaurants, shops
Shop worldwide worldwide
| pay in full every month | pay a minimum amount
of 5%
v s
| sales voucher | | sales voucher
|
\ v V \ v
card holder shop or finance card holder shop or finance
restaurant company restaurant company

T i

| 5% charged statement |

5% charged statement
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Directions : Choose “T” for true, “F” for false, and “N” for not stated in the text.

1. When a cardholder pays a bill, he has to sign on a gift voucher.

2 The Visa cardholder have to pay in full every month.

3 The American Express cardholders do not need to pay for the annual subscription.

4, Access guarantees cheques drawn on Barclays Bank.

5. —If John’s bill (Mastercard) is 1,000 baht, he has to pay the minimum amount of 50 baht.

Directions : Choose the best answer.

1. Which International card is not a travel or an entertainment card?
a. American Express c. Mastercard
b. Carte Blanche d. Diner’s Club

2. What do the British call Visa and Mastercard credit cards?
a. Barclaycard c. Diner’s Club
b. Carte Blanche d. Access

3. If your bill is 100 baht, how much does the finance company take off?
a. 5% c. 10%
b. 15 % d. 20 %

4. Who keeps the top copy of the signed sales voucher?

a. The shop or restaurant c. The finance company

b. The customer d. The waitress

5.1f John’s bill is 200 baht, how much will the shop be paid?
a. 120 c. 150
b. 170 d. 190

unagu
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