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Abstract

Background and Aims: Problem-solving intelligence (AQ) among students is crucial in
today's world, especially for students in grades 7-9 (secondary school), a period of
significant academic and social change. A high AQ helps students manage problems
effectively, develop creative problem-solving skills, and cultivate mental resilience,
leading to continuous holistic development. This research aims to: 1. study students'
problem-solving intelligence; 2. compare students' problem-solving intelligence; and

3. propose guidelines for developing problem-solving intelligence among lower
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secondary school students at Surawittayakarn School, Surin Secondary Educational
Service Area Office.

Methodology: This research employed a mixed-methods approach. The sample
consisted of 310 junior high school students from Surawittayakarn School, academic year
2024, selected using stratified random sampling based on grade level. The research
instrument was a 5-point Likert scale questionnaire with a reliability coefficient of .95.
Statistical analyses included percentages, means, and standard deviations. Hypothesis
testing was conducted using the t-test and F-test. A purposive sampling method was
used to develop problem-solving intelligence and overcoming obstacles in students.
Quialitative data was collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using
content analysis.

Results:. Students' problem-solving and coping intelligence, overall, is at a high level.
Differences in gender, grade level, and study plan show no significant differences in
overall or specific aspects of problem-solving intelligence. To develop students'
problem-solving intelligence, educational institutions should design activities to enhance
it, particularly in situational control. They should also foster a positive attitude towards
problem-solving and increase confidence in decision-making, perhaps by inviting guest
speakers or experienced students to share their approaches to dealing with difficult
situations.

Conclusion: The overall problem-solving and perseverance intelligence of students is at
a high level. A comparison of problem-solving and perseverance intelligence by gender,
grade level, and study plan revealed no significant differences overall or in specific
aspects. To further develop problem-solving and perseverance intelligence, educational
institutions should design activities for students that will enable them to apply the skills
learned in daily life and future learning.

Keywords: coping intelligence; overcoming obstacles
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