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Local Fiscal Problems in Thailand:

The Perceptions of Municipal Mayors

Achakorn Wongpreedee

Abstract

Based on field research, this article seeks to unravel local fiscal issues in
Thailand by examining the perceptions of local sovernment chief executives. In
doing so, the author relies on in-depth interviews with several key informants in
Thai local governments, including mayors and municipal clerks from 64 Thai
municipalities. As this article singularly focuses on the local sovernment officials’
perspectives, it may not reflect the entire picture of the Thai local government
landscape and hence is likely to suffer from the local government executives’

biases and personal opinions.

Despite those potential shortfalls, this research encompasses direct practical
experiences of those who actually work in the local government setting and provides
academics and practitioners with the necessary information for formulating and
implementing policies related to Thai local government, fiscal management, and
the overall decentralization reform process. Throughout this research, these local
government executives’ perspectives are not solely their complaints about the

difficulty of running their local jurisdictions, but useful insights for policymakers

who strive to disentangle a complex web of local fiscal problems in Thailand.

Keywords: Local Government, Local Fiscal, Local Public Finance

Thai Municipality
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JusvuudesiifinnuddydenisuimsnsimuUsama Snedadunsdaasa
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fureInU T NTUSININUeEns nspdaviesduiefutiaduddymanisuims
wagzdianunsafinnsanaududassretesdnsunasesdiuiiesiu lusfnusadiusos
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dlafinanszans srnanuhEuiuulduitunudduuiliaunsavssqdimane
ANLAAUI T WAINTU.N1TNT2R18E1U197 uBnani Aehyung Kim (2008:
7) Treisman Daniel. (2007: 23-26), James Manor (1999: 5-6) kaguAIuNs Lug
lnssmil (2547: 17-18) namfan1snszaes kUL lunenIsna@sautsesn
IMdu 3 sduvusedutdufie Uszn1susnn1insza1e81u1aniansuinig
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