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Development of Organizational Structure: A Case Study of the Thai Airways
International Public Company Limited*

Kittiya Leakmun**

Tippawan Lorsuwannarat***

Abstract

This article aims to study the structural development of the Thai Airways International
Public Company Limited by using qualitative methodology. This study collects documentary
researches which consist of data from various sources, news, academic articles, and annual report
to get more diverse and reliable information.

The finding shows that the structural development of the Thai Airways International Public
Company Limited since the company has established in 1959-2016, which is divided into 3 phases.
In phase 1, between 1959-1990 during the company was establishing and the beginning has a simple
organizational structure; therefore the chain of command is not complicated. In phase 2, between
1991-2006 the company was doing full-time business as a public company limited. By this stage,
the company was making continuous growth in business profits and was having expanded structures.
The hierarchies of command lines were complex and strictly focus on the rules of operation, resulting
in the structure having a bureaucracy that was affecting freedom and flexibility in operations.
Finally, in phase 3 between 2007-2016 the company faced continuous losses in profits and brought
about an urgent recovery process according to the 2015-2017 reforming plan. The changes in the
organization structure of the company are consistent with Larry Greiner’s Life-Cycle Model but
at the same time, this model does not develop the external environment changes, especially
during the current period that the company faced with intense competition; therefore the company

need to adjust the structure to be more strengthen and flexible.
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lonanstondewnasi 5 Tofe 1) enastuduenasiififundanu Huenanseie uthenticity) 2) A
Undedo (credibility) Lﬁammamﬂmiﬁmmgﬂﬁm 3) danaduiunu (representativeness) 1unis
FIWTWANBNATVENIUVTETRYATINILNN 4) TAUnng (meaning) Na3Ae anguilAUTARULAE
wilals aenadesiuuiun wag 5) finsoungud (theorization) lunsfirenansvidedeyadiviusausamumn
Faenansisrurmalilunisin 1iud MenuUszstuien U 2534-2559 ngrdnusuiounannuiden
Aeades o Mnduiinsieseidoyalasmataszuuresdeyn duameiuazdoulsaiiomdoasy
dmsuliluniseSuisusngnisaiiidne Tnemsliesgirlinmamssauiieneiidomanmsiinn ass
foaguandoyaiisiusulditianonasuasinunfisuiestuuundnmguiililunsfnuide saustenis

Aangiuarduaseilunsmyeasy
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nsAnwAsslideladnwianisliasaisesinmsves vsen nisulve 91dn @mvw) (Thai
Airways International Public Company Limited ) dausUidass w.f.2502 aufelagtu uaIunnd
57 U InglduuiAnlasiadesosnnisues Henry Mintzberg (1979 cited in Lorsuwannarat, B.E.2557) Wag
ﬁﬂLLUUi’gf]’ﬂ‘i%ﬁm (Life cycle Model) w99 Larry Greiner (1972; 1998 cited in Lorsuwannarat, B.E.2561)
il msidenlduunAnlasiadisesinisues Henry Mintzberg \unaunainnisimuslasiadisesdnis
pannAnfinaldhdulsznevvesesinsieduie fhenagns dheufuiRnmman dheduinissedu
nans dhednmanagiheauativayu infinnsanvuszneutladefidmuslasiane wu duwandon wallas
119 91y uagswviliAnlassadeesdnisluguuuuine Seideiuitadoivuslassasreiinariundy
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viunanamsiasuulamedatounden fuiu mstuwiaalasweiiesdnisues Henry Mintzberg 311
arzidoulasiuimuinislaseadneeadnises usen msdulne $dn @) Tundazdianaiazdie
assanudlafidaautu venaint §ideldlinadenldfuuuigins®inues Larry Greiner snfiansandau
e 1esnnesdnsiUsuEieuadiTiniithesTindaud fin Wuls Hounesuavdoune @9 Greiner 1¢
wisfannisesniu 5 seeg Wleliefunesinislutaanasing 4 ednafugUsssuuasiileuansisnsiaun
Tassadsesdnisluwsiazdina §Adelduisimunisiassadeuiem 2 du 3 svey el

szedl 1 NMsaRaUIEM (W.A.2502-2533)

dlotudl 24 Fwnau w.e.2502 U uenelng S Iasmauuasyindyay1iu Scandinavian
Airlines System a6 U3 n15Dulne i esidugshanstumdydsswineussna fenuaemedou
usniFY 2 dwum aunsgviadlotuil 30 Sutew .A.2520 Scandinavian Airlines System léleuvuiiiiog
Wanueliud U3 iuennelve $ain Fetoiduniseniandygsumu wazldEuilasadiesdnislurag
usnUszanad w.m2522-2524 Tnensdalassadidlussezusnisslifioududou vl Wotudl 1 wweu
w..2531 AnzdguussiuAlidudummafansnstulnelulssmadiduiunsios Uidn Wuenalng

o w v

318 WrtuAan1sveIUsEn N1stulne 311 LﬂuwaﬁﬂﬁﬁunmwzLﬁauﬂuaw%’mﬁﬁmﬂu 2,230 81U

fatiy USEm nstulne 9119 Faduansnistunisninsuiinveuianisnistumiaivg adun1adusyning
Useimnakagdunaunelulssmanaun

aghdlsfin Tl w..2533 U3 nsTulng i Ssauaumtinauisdu 16,736 au (Thai Airways
International Public Company Limited, B.E.2560a) lasaideunannisiissulassasiamiessunisly
auntidl (functional classification) aeg1edniay Fauvsrueendu 8 fhefe dhenununazimeaduig
fhefanistuludseina Fumdvd) denmseain densiu dhedjofinistu deufiinistunelulssna
Feufifinisniafiu uasdiedns (Fanmil 2) sl lulassadsanetadudymandngnalussdnisasd
fuds wihi anusuiaveuitaanduiunundnanedadutyen G‘T’mwiﬂiimmiéié’mwmﬂmg FOINTIUNT
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WaNa1samuimILuUUInINITInves Larry Greiner wudimuinisiassasieesanislussesi 1 og
TuszagmsiAulnanAuARES19a3IA (growth through creativity) WuduEuusnuesnisnenivinnising
sruzilosAnisaziilaseaineie 9 uarlddudou wusnuiumuntnfinazautIugy

spugil 2 NTVEILRIANNT (W.A.2534-2549)

TuszerillfiAnnaudsundasafiddyuosisn nslulve $1dn AenisfinaeSguunsiudly
thusem dasnsdeulunaendnninduwisusemelne Wuudsn sy $1dn Wotud 25 fquieu wa.
2534 pniwihnsulasilsazalffuiudodumlitugieng Taonssnefugiinasmuily dluuas
F9UsEne ST sUT T é’uaaﬁ’wmuﬁunuﬁLﬁumﬂ%uﬂizﬂauﬁummﬂaaamuzL‘fJu UTEN UMY

@11in) dawalviuseng dRunulunmsiangsivlususing q dilugnsiiulavesanisandununiinuns
AR M3vudsarduIuglngas ((annsem 1)

wenwilernnsiulsluSemanisiiiunuresuievn Snnlddddyiidlamuinie nsvey
Fresuuneernsuar st we s UL Lﬁaw’1ﬂmmé]’aqmmﬁu‘wNmaq;ﬁmmsﬁmﬂﬁﬁuﬂizﬂau
Aumsutadulugnamnssunisluiigunss dsailiuidng desiamngedu nansusiuaznisuinisl
ammannvanerluiinmsiiaivesiuuiieruiesessumnudowelngms wSauiEnansou ety
fuaemsdusin ql8 Faduaimpiilisinuniinauuazuinvesesinisveefifiniuiiosesiuuin
Msudn duneldannami 3 Fauaninsialasiaseesinisusema n.a.2534 Inelassadsesdnsiivuneivg
wazihesing 9 dsmnuiiafumnidieuannd wa.2533 Aldndnunlugausn nedeardesiunisiudoundas
mirenuszAugdlulaeaseeAnsranvesuTEnY Fanmit 4 Viwﬂammizﬁuqﬁmﬁﬂ W.A.2534 JU
Winduand 2533 egradiilddn Tnstawizmiesilusesiu Senior Vice President wa Vice President
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SyeEdl 1 N1SABRIUSEN S¥eE? 2 ASVYIUDIANTT syeEd 3 NMSUSUBIANNS
(W.A. 2502-2533) (W.A. 2534-2549) (w.A. 2550-2559)
50
45
mstulneannaideuly H Vice

40 L

paAnannsng President/MD
35
30 I Senior Vice
25 President
20

B Executive

N Vice President
10
5 B Senior
0 Executive

Vice President

2522-2524
2535-2536

nwl 4, LLmuqﬁmsmgauLLﬂawmm’mssﬁuqﬂuhsaa%maﬁnwwé’n
fian: Strategic Plan of the Thai Airways International Public Company Limited (B.E.2557)

il MsvenesveddasEditesdnisuarmsiinduressuauihesns 1 Iidmaseifvedlaseadielu
Fowesrmuunnssluuuans (vertical differentiation) Seuansisenudnvesiasaiavies uussdusuiia
wndeiliosdnsiinnududo tast w.m 2533 fdudumessusyriumisnussdiugaie seanssunis
fi§1uaemslug) (executive vice president) wazgg1uremarhe (vice president) sausimuasiuIu 12 Au

soNlul w.e.2534 asduvagenuienisiieenla (senior vice president ) WisfuanIsvilvidumiasu
seaugalidnuau 23 au visendaladinuiouniaring

agalsnA vsEmn laddunisnevauesleuiesguialunisusuuussavsnmuasulsguuieny
Tnglugnel wa.2544 usem ladinisusumdamialudagniiunisusulassassmnuuisdulndune
§379 (business unit) Fsldun dronsmdedauduaylusudoiost doasinsdu deuinisgniuaznia
fiu fhevdmsaurenauargUnsalnaiiusialudshetng Wewamesdnslidusiamiaiifaundes
fanawifisszansamlumsuivisinnty el nsdnfiunisusudmnuliduniegsialdgnaiunis
Fosanaudstiagtu uddmiunmsuvedasadimdnuesnitng ful wa253a qunseitd w.e.2547
5 nnumhenuifistuegnsdan iy Feuivsaadssuazatuayugsia thewaumansasitaznsuims
Fhefaunuazafuayunsmann dheumsuagimunauuinmsuueiesiu salufduumhenululasaing
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839AN15581MI1 U W.A.2543-2548 Asusszauddnanisununtulundisduegwiediesdniluiosas 24.08
#9U W./.2548 TIUNILNUNINTFARAD 1,175 189U (RININ9 5)

Tugasnaniusdne lﬁlﬁwqjizmmﬂﬁuimiﬂams%ﬁw (growth through direction) USEM% n19
Wiiulnegnadeiien nummuﬁﬂmﬁwﬁmﬂu 13,000 21UV WAIAKIIANLLULUIUNAINRANNSTWE WoAg
Usainalne damsusnedvedlassainsesdmsvamaiiuturessiunumhsnululasedisesdnng wihea
sufugaasEiy Senior Vice President waw Vice President saulufansiiddutuansdssudymitdudou
il TnssasrsesAnstiinsedendninasinistautsnumaniid Sanudemgangd Whnessu
Msvhanu Useneufunsiemsiijatunnaudunmanis egslsiniu dnvaznsiivlnvesuiTn finan
11ty farwasnadeatulasia1auuussnis (machine bureaucracy) daduguiuvasdnisiiissidou
ngunasilumsiudunusgiaasindaieliiAnyssaniamgs Tanededudailuings Tnisutanumy
Arutiunanediugs Tnedeuluvesssdnisrsnisuuuiaiesinamngdnivesdnisfinenuiy fuua
Tne) lidudou wavdanindounsdi

ﬁm%’ui’g%’ﬂ3%%m°uadaaﬁmﬂuiwzﬁ Wt fnmswsaivln ewdnsilvwelnatu weslasada
psfnsfianududeusnndy msnmguisualifquinasiliiininginudassadesia (crisis of
autonomy) Vihltimsuislasadiesdmaitumiessia 5 wie e liAsanuegesialumsduiunu
wnau eglsfiniy Tassaimiegsiansfesondenisnazesiudlinhegiaaunsadadulafeies
wagdlszuunsiunsUnyddmivAndununuiinisfnAuinsssnitvdigaunielusig

seEil 3 N3UFUBIANNT (W.A.2550-2559)

1997 3 veamsiauilasaiimesuivng Aldnanudsdusanddiiduisniafiutuves
Srwumheuneglussdnsisiunnds 1,175 wiisau dedawalnd w.e2548 US¥ne dessuduuloune
nMsUfuasumenmstifudyuidungunu Tagviliduoumhsnmiulassaisesdinisanasfosay 21.19
(Fan il 6) serdleafulul w.e2558-2559 utmm Iddfunsuiulsslassaisesdnisanonisnidied
(DN) ansnagnsasdnsuaziaunogadadu (DY) aguimaminensyanauaziiduianssuesdns (DB)
agUftRnng (DO) anensiunaznstayd (DF) dieamdasnds Anwsiuns wazuInsg1un1soy (D))
drevdlvdduduaglusedlodue (F2) d1dnanuariunisuiens (10) dreaduayunisuinisgsng
n5lu (05) wtelaonadestuunugsiamuunuUfsunien Aldfmuanagvdnisusudasainaedms
Tmamnzay Tassaislidudou Fsmsusuuulasaiiudnandmailiduumhnsnululasais

239AN158AA99INT 2557 N1 144 ey Andudesay 16

faudinlul w.p.2550-2559 uauniisnululasaineernisazanad wanniiansalasasng
99ANNS N.A.2559 (Fanmil 7) ndumudn dheseusing 4 ldasaenalufe fegradu aentsdiee 163
nswdsunlashenulagifisiheuimsneldtasuinsmdud dheudmeiusiinanislunagnagnswidied
theusysuimssandnriuazUssaunisalgndn diensmdlvdaiviauaznisnaineldiasuesdnis uddang
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fheweld saiadimatiusumisissonssumsisinensivgaenisndss (SPV) 2 dumis (ngls
wgsai i SPY Iushunsdyainemeuenszezian 2-4 U liduidumbeailulasais dewuain
Fumidlvuieny guidnlaviui) fuandiiuieeutaudsiuseninmsuivansuumbeanulussdnisiv
miLﬁuﬂﬁmaﬁﬁi’wmuﬂml,l,azﬁwLmﬁaéﬁhaiaﬁﬂisumsi{éwmamﬂwy'

duilesannuauUfsunieme sves 3 U (2558-2560) filsmunnagninisusuusslasainsesdnig
Tngnsandrunumhenumeluiiunsulssamsnuazihenusieg Sssnnuianasnndunsumie
nusgduifanaununuazimihnudusnameindnlaglivanglulasaiiesdnig el ninnuiilds
MsUsuABusumsudandlasuAmmugasfn Genansuiem msdulne $1in ) Seidesasionns
anAlta1eyaaInslunIngin wenmileannisandtwiumienun1ely 439U w.A.2550-2559 I1uIuniine
03U Iddsuiuanastuiu Tned w.a.2559 fistunuminau 21,998 au anasaind w.a.2550 Adsiuau
27,454 01 5,456 AU (The Office of the Securities and Exchange Commission, B.E.2560) %ﬂmiamawm
Sruauninnuiiamandnanmsindeaeny uasdnlasinssalannesdng (MSP) dwumiinanuinld uas
1A54n13 Golden Handshake dwfuniinausiouiuuuaieadu

dwiuludwveinisdndwivanedsfudgndinsuuseentu 6 szau liun nssunsgsiuienis
gy seenssunisieensivg gerwienislng demenisiie §3nn1snes gianisuaun Inednwa
nsdndsuaedirutymsnant uandiifiuinlasadeinsusene daudnvesddutuszming
FheumsuazineUfoRnmsfiuandnaiuogianndsdssariiliosdnisiienududou Usznoufuanuzuiony
Adusgiamaaludsinnszvssauuaslaefinsznsransadsdorulngyilides foRmungszidevedig
1nadinudunianisgs (formalization) nanafie sedureInguaeikarnszuuNTuduimuuanseu
nuuarinssuveminmuluuin fanuasiasneghann smsufifinung sudeu fetfuvesusdne

sulunsgswlygfvaznguuneineiteiionisindulawaznszuiunsuszaunuiiunnsgiu Ml n153n
auanederulywiidutou msujiRnungsudeveiuasindadedamaliosinisinnudueiesdnsas

agndlsfinny maeatiasvesdl 3 USEn nsdulne SR (W) 15LN%@5UMSLU§EJULLU6WEN
AanndeussAnis MIudedumnagsiafisuuss aaensumsiaegsinnszlanvestiadesnag ledamasils
Uign Uszauiymmansdu Inslamgfiaunalsznaunisivianuegiseiios Fsnaznssunisuloune
warfuguasgiamia Imduiuddymdinan SuihniseudRunuusuusenm senined w.e. 2558-2560
fiusznauluse 3 dunsudidny@aldun vigan1svianu (Stop the Bleeding) ad1emudaunsslunisudedn
(Strength Building) wazatrsnsiiulneghadimlsluszaveni (Sustainable Growth) 11ad o19nanlén 10dns
Tinvesuisne Tuthananieglusseziigesnansiiuy Taefiiuanuisns wigduln uadlateidesmnd
wiren1siilassadeesAnsvuninlvguasdudou Bntloseileu ﬂg]mmsmammmqmﬂ mamﬂuummw
Sdutunstedutiyranndsmarhlinssuiunmsinnudddosiuduneuainvans Snisdnuaedendn
fadamasormannsalumsuiusluannefidanadonsine Wasuaegmndwilifnenmnsugedu
YosUTIM anas vazfianensuguidldatiunisuiuiuasiannnagnsfusing q el aeandesiuemna
Fosnsveangugndniifiaumanuasuasunnsanniy oglsfid nsidunismuuuufziuitng e
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