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CHAPTER 6

Abstract

This dissertation is the research on the political role of Councilor of Bangkok and District
Councilor. The research aimed to a) study the political role of Councilor of Bangkok and District
Councilor b) to study the problems and obstacles of such political role and c) to recommend the potential
guidelines for encouraging political role of Councilor of Bangkok and District Councilor for public utility
by using qualitative research. Sampling groups were selected by purposive sampling, which are divided
into 3 groups; (1) chief executive officer and relevant government officials, (2) local government officials
(Councilor of Bangkok and District Councilor) and (3) community. The total participants are 33 persons.
Semi-structure interview was utilized for data collection.

The results of the present research were as follows:

1. The political role of Councilor of Bangkok and District Councilor coming from politicians
directly elected by people was similar. As such, it was the role playing that would or would not be in
accordance with the law. In the aspect of role playing according to the law, Councilors of Bangkok could
perform their roles effectively because there was a system of check and balance within its managerial
functions. Considering District Councilor, although District Councilor was directly elected from people
and closely tight with people more than Councilor of Bangkok or District Director, District Councilor
could not perform their role effectively due to the law restrictions. With regard to the role playing that
would not be in accordance with the law, Councilor of Bangkok played the roles effectively. As such,
Councilor of Bangkok cooperates with the administrative agencies to alleviate people suffering as a
significant role via utilizing the number of legislative tools such as discussion, stipulating post or fiscal
year budget legislation. While, the role playing, which was not in accordance with the law, of the District
Councilor was to track the progress in management of director, to receive and track the progress of people
petition within and beyond their areas of responsibilities, to attend social activities, and to coordinate
budget allocation for developing the area under their responsibilities

2. Problems and obstacles in politics role of the Councilor of Bangkok and the District
Councilor for public utility were similar. For example, the influence of political party, the influence of
interest group, the relationship with Bangkok government official, the relationship with communities, and
the personality of Councilor of Bangkok and District Councilor.

3. The guidelines for encouraging the politics role of Councilor of Bangkok and District

Councilor for public utility. The guidelines were divided into 2 aspects, which were 1) role playing that
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was in accordance with the law and 2) role playing that was not in accordance with the law. Regarding the
role playing according to the law, Councilor of Bangkok should be enhanced knowledge and
understanding about the laws and relevant rules that had been used or newly promulgated, as well as case
studies in order to make them more knowledgeable, competent and prudent in decision making for public
utility. This in turn makes them to become the pertinent representative of general public in verifying
administration and performing duty on legislation for the utmost benefits of public utility. Whereas, the
role playing of District Councilor should be amended by increasing Councilor of Bangkok’ power of
approval in case that the districts needed to withdraw central budget in the case of necessities and
emergencies just like the small council. This was because Councilor of Bangkok was the representative of
people coming from an election and worked closely tight with people. Considering the role playing that
was in accordance with the law, Councilor of Bangkok should pay more attention on going into the area
and attending the meeting or activities with districts and communities. With regard to District Councilor;
the local people who were well understand people’ s problems and livelihoods in that local area and
therefore clearly seeing the whole picture of development, District offices should give importance on
taking part in developing areas for the public utility. Therefore, it was critical to foster a relationship
between the district director and the member of city councils. Moreover, Councilor of Bangkok and
District Councilor should set the policy and work towards the same goal and direction, leading to the great

contributions for people and the utmost benefits for public utility.

Keywords: Politics, Role, Councilor of Bangkok, District councilor
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