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CHAPTER 1

Abstract

In this dissertation, the researcher’s objectives are to study the problems, concepts, and theories
related to the management of the geoparks located in the national parks; compare the laws of Thailand and
foreign countries concerning the management of geoparks; and draft the law to be appropriate with the
management of the geoparks located in the national parks.

The qualitative research approach was employed. The data were collected using documentary
research, in-depth interviews with twenty-seven subjects; and focus group discussions with ten subjects.
Data were analyzed using the techniques of content and comparative analysis.

Findings show the conditions of the problems as follows. Although many general laws are
applied for the management of geoparks, they do not cover the geoparks located in the national parks.
These areas are under the National Park Act, B.E. 2562 (2019). This Act does not stipulate specific
provisions concerning the management of the geoparks located in the national parks. Therefore, problems
occur in the following manner. Lack of clarity in the authority of the different agencies in the management
of the geoparks located in the national parks is found. The scope of the management of the geoparks as a
site is not clearly stipulated to be different from the management of the ordinary areas of the national
parks. Then, general provisions applicable to the national parks are used inappropriately in the
management of the geoparks. Specific policies and plans for the management of the geoparks located in
the national parks are not stipulated. Problems are in the structure and qualifications of the National Park
Committee. No representatives from agencies who have knowledge and expertise in the management of
geoparks participate in the management of the geoparks located in the national parks. There is a problem
with the public participation in the management of the geoparks located in the national parks. Income
collection, budget, and income allocation in the maintenance of the geoparks also pose problems. A
problem is also in the utilization of the geoparks. The authority of government officials in using legal
measures as a tool for the management poses a problem as well.

The researcher has the following findings. The development of the law for the management of
the geoparks located in the national parks must be integrated and collaborated with the agencies. Those
who have expertise in geology must be depended on. Public participation is needed to formulate policies
and management plans. The operations of officials must be in accordance with the law so the operations

are accurate. Basic legal principles must be applied such as the principle of the common heritage of
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mankind, the principle of prevention, the principle of sovereignty and the government’s duties in
maintaining the environment, the principle of sustainable development, the theory of public participation,
the principle of common-pool resource management, natural resource management with community
participation, and the principle of legality.

The researcher has the following recommendations for the development of the law for the
management of geoparks in Thailand. The National Park Act, B.E. 2562 (2019) should be amended to
stipulate provisions related to the management of the geoparks located in the national parks. This will be
an important instrument in the management of the geoparks in order to ensure they can be utilized in a
sustainable manner. The issues to be amended involve the definition of the geoparks located in the
national parks; the components of the National Park Committee; protection and maintenance; the
management of the geoparks; public participation; authorities of government officials; determination of

income for maintenance; and the stipulation of the utilization of the geoparks located in the national parks.

Keywords: Geopark, Geoheritage, Management
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