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Abstract

This article examines the feasibility and challenges of decentralization in Bangkok Metropolitan
Region provinces, particularly regarding the direct election of provincial governors. By analyzing the
Bangkok governor elections, which have been held for over 45 years, alongside a comparative study of
decentralization models in Tokyo, Seoul, and Manila, this study finds that a special form of decentralization
is necessary for metropolitan areas due to their close economic, social, and administrative connections with
Bangkok. However, implementing this policy faces significant legal, fiscal, personnel, and inter-agency
coordination challenges. This study employs case study analysis and comparative policy analysis to examine
the feasibility of decentralization. It proposes concrete development approaches, including administrative
structure reform, local fiscal system development, personnel capacity building, public participation
promotion, and management innovation development. It also presents implementation guidelines for short-

term, medium-term, and long-term periods.

Keywords: Decentralization, Provincial Governor Election, Metropolitan Region, Local Government,

Urban Management
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