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A Content Analysis of Economic News in the Siam Archives Journal

in the Period Between 1999 and 2008
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Abstract

In this thesis, the researcher is concerned to analyze the economic news appearing in the
Slam Archives Journal in the period between 1999 and 2008. In particular, the researcher is
concerned to analyze the economic news appearing in this journal in terms of the aspects of

Ccontents, editors, techniques of writing, frequency of issuance, the presence or absence of

* dndnwndSwanln fadengasumiiadia @eussanSnueansuaraIsiineeaad
€ LW, PN Qs o
AU FNENTLALTIANFNFNT NN INENRETINEATIAS



40  NMIEIEIEUmE TN 12 aTUN 1 iNTON-Nnwen 2554

illustrations, and sources. A principal goal in turn is to shed light on trends in economic news
reporting in this journal and to survey the volume of both domestic and international economic

news the journal contained in the period under study.

A total of 3,011 news items was used for purposes of analysis and recorded by means of

applications of a model for news content analysis. The data were collected in the form of records.
The techniques of descriptive statistics utilized in the analysis of the data collected were
frequency and percentage.

The results showed that the volume of domestic economic news was greater than that of
International economic news. Also, in descending order of frequency of occurrence, news items
belonged to the categories of financial news, trade and exports, and judicial proceedings involving
business conflicts, respectively.

The researcher found that most frequently Siam Archives Journal had an editorial team
with more than three members, with an editorial team of three members being the next most
frequently found number.

The most commonly seen writing techniques were explanatory and descriptive
techniques, respectively. The journal was principally issued on a monthly basis. Usually, there
were no illustrations accompanying economic news items, even though illustrations were
occaslonally found. News sources were chiefly individuals and private organizations, respectively.

In addition, analysis revealed that there was an increasing tendency for economic news
items to be concerned with judicial proceedings involving business conflicts. However, there was
a tendency for economic items devoted to banking to decrease. In addition, there was a tendency
for using editorial teams with three members to increase, whereas there was a contrary tendency
for editorial teams with more than three members to decrease. Furthermore, in respect to writing
techniques, there was a tendency for instances of persuasive writing to increase in concomitance
with a tendency for cases of explanatory writing to decrease. Moreover, issuing the journal on a
monthly basis tended to show an increase, whereas weekly issuance tended to decrease.
A tendency to publish news items with illustrations tended to increase, while conversely publish-
Ing news items without illustrations tended to decrease. Finally, there was an increasing tendency

for the sources of news stories to be private organizations in contradistinction to a decreasing

tendency for the sources of new items to be individuals.

Keywords : A Content Analysis, Siam Archives Journal, Economic News
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