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A Content Analysis of Psychology Journals

in the Period between 1999 and 2008
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Abstract
In this thesis, the researcher conducts (1) a content analysis of psychology journals published in
the period between 1999 and 2008.The aspects analyzed are producers, writers, types of content,

language, illustrations, writing styles, characteristics of distribution, reference sources, and places in
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which the journals are located for service users. Also analyzed (2) are the objectives of articles and
journals and whether the contents of articles match journal objectives. Finally, examined are (3) the
content trends of the articles published in the aforementioned psychology journals. The research
population consisted of six Thai psychology journals published between 1999 and 2008. The sample
population consisted of 1,091 articles taken from these journals.

The statistical technique of percentage was used by the researcher in analyzing the data
collected.

Findings are as follows :

Most producers of the journals were academic and professional associations. The names of the
authors of the articles were clearly displayed. All of the articles had a single author. Most of the authors
were lecturers.

Most of the articles were of the research article type. Next, in descending order, were articles of
the academic article type. As for contents, most frequently found were sport psychology articles. Thai
was the language of most of the articles. Most frequently, illustrations were in the form of tables.

Research article writing style was the style of writing most frequently found in the articles. Next,
in descending order, was the narrative writing style.

The most frequent mode of distribution was as printed matter. Reference sources were book
and journals. The most frequent places in which the journals were located were educational institutions.

Most of the articles exhibited clear objectives. All of the journals under study stated objectives.
The most frequently stated objective was to disseminate knowledge. Article contents were congruent with
the objectives of the journals.

There was a tendency for psychological content to increase in the articles. Of the branches of
psychology, sport psychology exhibited the greatest tendency to increase. Next, in descending order,
was clinical psychology. Developmental psychology displayed the greatest tendency to decrease. The

tendency shown by social psychology and experimental psychology was a tendency to remain the same.

Keywords : A Content Analysis, Psychology Journals
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