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Tai Yai’s Musical Performing Culture of Percussion
and Winded Musical Instruments in Shan State

of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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Abstract

This research is on the performance of percussion and wind musical instruments of the
Tai Yai people in the Shan State, Republic of the Union of Myanmar, the field data
having been collected in Meuang Si Poh. Its objectives are to study the physical characteristics,
rhythm and techniques of playing percussion and wind musical instruments and also to collect
related melodies. The field study found several percussion instruments, for example a Mong
Vaeng, a Pataya and a set of drums in the Chad Tai band, known as a Chao Long Pad. No
wind instruments were found in Meuang Si Poh.

A Mong Vaeng resembles a Thai gong circle but the metal discs are placed next to one
another in a straight line. It is played by striking it alternately with the left and right hand and
sometimes with both hands at the same time. This musical instrument is located on the left
hand side of the Chad Tai band. It is meant to produce the melody of the song. A Pataya
resembles a Thai soprano metallophone in appearance. It is played by being struck like a
Mong Vaeng. It is located in the middle of the Chad Tai band and on the right of the Mong
Vaeng. The Chad Tai band plays to accompany the performance of the Likay Chad Tai in a
merit making ceremony. There are two troupes of Likay Chad Tai in Meuang Si Poh - the Ai
Hom Chom Peun and the Mok Kon Tai troupes.

The analysis of 5 songs - “Kheun Yai Mai Soong”, “Tang Su Tang How”, “Ong Yah Ong
Chong”, “Kwam Tai Long” and “Kwam Long Kong” found that these songs use 2 kinds of
rhythm. It was found that more melodies are added to the endings of the songs and also that
repeated melodies are present at the ending of each section. The melodies of “Kwam Tai
Long” and “Kwam Long Kong” which use the G 1 rhythm are played to accompany singing in a

floating rhythm style.

Keywords : Tai Yai's Musical of Percussion and Winded Musical Instruments, Shan State,

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
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