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Abstract
The thesis on rainmaking rituals and performances in the Thai Northeastern culture
during rainfall season aims to: 1) study the way of life related to beliefs and farming
occupations; 2) study the origins and elements of the rituals in the rainmaking performances;
3) analyze the dance form and the dance movements structure of the rainmaking rituals and
performances. The research was done using a qualitative method by studying related
documents and field studies for meetings and interviews. The researcher observed the
rituals and the rainmaking performances in the village of Nong Lai in Tambon Sang Tho Noi
Hua Taphan District Amnatcharoen Province.
The study found that: 1) Isan people have a way of life that is linked to human

beliefs in mysterious powers and spirits, such as the god Phayathen, who is the god of
rainmaking. 2) The origin and composition of the ritual for rainmaking has changed according

to the different generations. 3) The performance and the dance movements structure in the
rainmaking ritual of Nong Lai village is known as the firework ceremony. There are two types
of performance: traditional and neo-traditional. The traditional style has 3 dance
movements, which follow the drumbeat. The neo-traditional style has 12 dance movements
inspired by the Isan traditional dances. There aren’t any planned structures for the
performances. The dance patterns and movements depend on the personal skills of the
dancers, who dance around the village, going door to door. When, the dancers reach a
home, the occupants would water Nang Maew. As for the Nang Dong ritual, there are 2
forms of performances: traditional, which isn’t performed anymore and neo-traditional.

The rituals Nang Maew and Nang Dong related to the performances of the village of
Nong Lai will be lost in the future due to the lack of care and interest from the new

generations of the village for this cultural legacy.
Keywords : Ritual, performances, rainmaking, Northeastern culture
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