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Abstract

Considering from the overview of the design works in Japan, we will find highlights
that appear in those works often use contextual linkages varied from area, beliefs, cultures,
traditions as well as historical landmarks for design works. This custom can be seen in
everyday life, whether in local lives or outsiders in other regions and souvenirs which called
Omiyage. The tradition in making and buying Omiyage to their loved or respected ones is
one of the longest and most dedicated cultures in Japan when they have a chance to meet
or visit each other. Buying souvenirs is more than just meet or respect those persons, but
the hidden meaning underneath is to build their relationship closer. Each area has distinctive
souvenirs depended on their resources and the way of people’s lives in the area.

If we look at the elements of souvenir packaging from Japan we will find that they
use both varieties of traditional and modern materials and graphic which all link through
deep meaning communication. It aims to create a complete messages or meanings that are
enough to attract consumers’ attentions apart from its primary purpose of protecting
products.

Thus, this study intends to find the style of linkages between cultures and package
designs for souvenirs that how they connect those meanings through packaging design
graphics and which kind of graphic they use for these Omiyage. This study uses information

collected during the trip to Kansai, Chubu and Kanto regions in Japan.

Keywords : Cultural capital, Communication Design, Packaging
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