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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the participation process of local
people in Bangnamphueng community in managing the community’s conservative and
cultural tourism, (2) to study a modelof conservative and cultural tourism for
Bangnamphueng community.

For quantitative research, the population was 357 local people which were selected
based on Simple Random Sampling. For qualitative research, the population was a
community by selected based on purposivesampling. The sample size waspresident of
sub-districtadministration organizationand village headmen from 11 villages, totaling 12
people.

The results of the study showed that the sample had moderate level of participation
process with a mean score of 3.32. When individual aspects were considered, follow-up and
performance evaluation had the highest mean score (x= 4.02, at high level). It wasfollowed
by mutual benefit taking (x = 3.92, at high level). The lowest mean score was planning for
implementing activities( x = 2.76, at moderate level). These results were consistent to the
results of interviewing local administrator and leaders. The interview results indicated that
local people did not have high level of participation in all aspects but only interesting and
fair aspects. As mentioned earlier, follow-up and evaluation had the high mean score. It was
followed by mutual benefit taking. The participation process of the members of
Bangnamphueng community consisted of three parts: the participation of Subdistrict
Administrative Organization (SAO)’s administrators and village headmen; village headmen-
local people participation; and public participation. This led to vigorous management of
ecotourism and cultural tourism, reflecting by several awards, for example, Kinnaree Awards
in 2007 and 2012 under the title of the participation in managing local tourist attractions
granted by TAT, Innovative Tourism Award granted by Prime Minister Office. Additionally,
Bangnamphueng local product “Herbal Compress Ball” won the Innovative Local Wisdom
Award for Knowledge-Based OTOP (KBO) at national level. Bangnamphueng community also
received the award of homestay standard at ASEAN region. Moreover, the community
members gained mutually benefits from tourist attractions because they gained dividend
from community bank each year and from Elderly Welfare Fund, right to be physically
checked by a group of physicians twice a week. Besides, a body of knowledge was promoted

to consistently enhance local wisdom potentiality.
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