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Nasep Music of All-Amin Band, Bangkok
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were 1) to investigate the history of Nasep Music of Al-Amin Band, 2) to examine
Nasep music performed by Al-Amin Band in Thai Islamic rituals called Walimah (wedding ceremonies). The method
of this study was qualitative research. The target people were divided into two groups: 1) experts with profound
knowledge concerning the history of the community next to the Wong Wian Yai train station, and 2) people with
knowledge about music in Islamic culture and the history of Al-Amin Band of eleven musicians. The instruments of
this study consisted of: 1) an interview about the history of the community next to the Wong Wian Yai train station,
2) an interview of Al-Amin Band’s musicians concerning their profiles, and 3) a record form of the Band’s musical

performance observation. The results of the study were as follows : 1) Nasep music of the community next to
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the Wong Wian Yai train station was inherited from the past to the present in oral form through the local band of
the community called ‘Al-Amin Nasep Band’ founded in 1979 and it was handed down to Islamic youths in 2009.
2) Nasep music was performed in Thai Islamic rituals and Muslim’s auspicious ceremonies such as Nikah and Walimah
(wedding ceremonies), male circumcision and Hari Raya festivals. The objectives were to entertain and bless those
who attended the ceremonies. 3) The Nasep songs of Al-Amin Band were all in Malay. Most of the key signatures
found in the songs were in minor scale. The melody could be repeated while the lyrics were being changed. Singing
alternated between the lead vocalist and chorus. There were changes in rhythm amidst the song in the musical forms
of Nasep music which made a Nasep drum slash at the low rhythm rate of 4/4. A Kaleng drum slash was at the quick
rhythm rate of 2/4. The Cha Cha Cha drum slash as applied to the modern music comprised: (1) The Nasep form in
which the whole song rhythm was slow by using a Nasep drum slash and a Cha Cha Cha drum slash; (2) the Kaleng
form in which the slow and quick rhythms take turns with Nasep and Kaleng drum slashes: and (3) the
extemporaneous rhythm form in which the slow and quick rhythms take turns in 3 to 4 extemporaneous rhythms
and the song ended with a quick rhythm by using the Nasep drum slash first followed by the Kaleng drum slash

respectively.

Keywords : Nasep Music / Al-Amin Nasep Band / Community Next to the Wong Wian Yai Train Station
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