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Disability: Lessons Learned from the Development of a Learning
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ABSTRACT

People with intellectual disability are those with a developmental disability and a lower intelligence level
than the average person. They have limitations both in making a living and interaction with others in society. Their
intellectual disability creates difficulties in everyday life for both the disabled and their families. To encourage families
and people with intellectual disability to realize their potential and power to deal with problems and control various
situations efficiently is a key to helping people with disability and their families live a better life and have ability to
continue to live. This article presents the concept of empowerment to promote the quality of life of people with
intellectual disability and their families, and the lessons learned from the operation of the Learning Center for
Rehabilitation of the Disabled in Wang Ta Mua sub-district, Nakhon Phanom province. This center operates the
empowerment of a network of the Intellectually Disabled’s Parents Club until it has potential and has been developed
as a learning center. Its operations and activities are driven continuously and help both the disabled and their
families live a better life. The center is an example of the application of the concept of empowerment to promote
the quality of life of people with intellectual disability and their families. The body of this knowledge can be used

to develop and apply to suit the contexts of society and community which are different.

Keywords : Empowerment ; People with Intellectual Disability ; Families of People with Intellectual Disability ;

Learning Center
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