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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate: 1) depression of cancer patients, 2) quality of life of cancer patients, 3) the
relationship between depression and quality of life of cancer patients in the Chaiyaphum district area, Chaiyaphum
province. A sample was 69 cancer patients aged 18 or over, who were selected by simple random sampling.
The instruments used were a questionnaire consisting of general demography and Beck depression inventory (BDI:
Thai version) and the Functional Assessment of Cancer Therapy-General (FACT-G). Reliability of each instrument was
examined and results showed the acceptable values. Data analysis was conducted using frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient.

Findings of the study showed as follows. Most of the sample respondents were females aged 60 on average
(S.D. = 11.70), had occupation as a farmer; earned an average income per month of 5,001-10,000 baht. Out of 100,
75.40 respondents had severe depression and had quality of their lives at moderate level (65.20%). Depression and
quality of life of cancer patients were negatively correlated at moderate degree of the .01 level of significance (rho =-0.682,
p-value <0.01). The findings indicate that depression in cancer patients is a major problem. There is a correlation with
the quality of life in this population. Physical care and development of nursing patterns to relieve mental distress

and to reduce depression can help promote a better quality of life among the cancer patients.

Keywords : Cancer Patients ; Depression ; Quality of Life
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