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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to develop a causal relationship model of factors affecting the quality
of early childhood education management in schools under the Offices of Primary Education Service Areas in the
Northeast of Thailand, and 2) to verify the developed model with the empirical data. The study was divided into
2 phases. Phase 1 was the definition of conceptual framework in study by examining related papers and research,
interviewing the experts and investigating the outstanding schools. Phase 2 was the examination of the study
hypothesis. Data collection was conducted using a rating scale questionnaire. A sample selected by multi-stage
random sampling comprised 686 school administrators and teachers of early childhood children in schools under
the Offices of Primary Education Service Areas in the Northeast of Thailand. Data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient. A statistical package was
employed to conduct a confirmatory factor analysis and to verify the goodness-of-fit between the hypothesized
model and the empirical data.

The findings were as follows. 1) The developed causal relationship model of factors affecting the quality
of early childhood education management comprised the following: academic leadership of school administrators,
organizational competency, school climate, and learning management. The quality of early childhood education
management comprised student quality, administration efficiency, being a learning organization, participation of parents
and community, and job satisfaction. 2) The developed model showed a goodness-of-fit with the empirical data
(X2 = 65.84 P-value = 1 df = 127 RMSEA = 0.00 AGFI = 0.98 LSR = 1.94). Learning management had a total influence
that affected the quality of early childhood education management at the highest level, followed by academic leadership
of school administrators, school climate, and organizational competency, respectively. 3) When considering
the prediction coefficient (R?), it showed that academic leadership of school administrators, organizational competency,

school climate, and learning management could jointly predict 57% of quality of childhood education management.

Keywords : Model ; Causal Relationship ; Quality of Early Childhood Education Management
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