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ABSTRACT

This study aims at: 1) investigating the role of royal court ladies in contributing to the performing arts, and
2) examining Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s royal duties of making contributions to the performing arts. The scope of
this study is limited to the role of royal court ladies in the Ratanakosin period and Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s royal
duties in making contributions to the performing arts by covering the period 1782 until the present (2016). The study
is qualitative research. Data were collected through investigating documents, field work, observation and interviews
from 4 experts, 15 performers, and 15 general people. The instruments used in data collection were an observation
form and an interview form. Data were analyzed and presented in analytical description.

The findings were as follows: 1. The royal court ladies who had their role and works in the performing arts
can be divided into 5 groups: group 1 - 83 performers; sroup 2 — 71 acting teachers; group 3 - 9 performance artists;
group 4 — 6 owners of drama troupe; and group 5 — 9 sponsors. With the role and duties of ladies in royal court and
the changes in society, those ladies have been more socially recognized. It results in inheritance, invention, improvement
and creativity which do not limit the artistic expression to a narrower circle any more. It appears that there have
been 6 royal court ladies who had works both in conservation and development. 2. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit paid
much attention to the performing arts which are the national culture, as can be seen from many performing arts
initiatives, including: 1) dance for royal folk arts and crafts, 2) mixed dances of 4 regions, 3) dance for heroes, 4) Fon
Duang Duean Thai dance, and 5) royal pantomime show. In summary, the role and duties of the royal court ladies
resulting in performing arts contributions include: 1) contributions to the performing arts in the aspect of conservation,

and 2) contributions to the performing arts in the aspect of development.

Keywords : Royal Court Ladies ; Contributions ; Performing Arts
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