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ABSTRACT

Nowadays, Thailand has a growing number of people with disabilities. People with disabilities in the community
have complicated problems and have limited access to government services. This article aims to present the concept
of research, experience and suggestions for advanced nursing practice to care for people with disabilities and their
families at primary service level from multi-professional collaboration and networking, which consists of the following
steps: 1) examining knowledge and understanding about people with disabilities and their families from literature
and related people, 2) collecting and organizing an updated database system of people with disabilities and their
families, 3) analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of the disabled people and their families per se, the community
context, multi-professional collaboration and networking, 4) actual practicing in fieldwork, searching and examining
data of the disabled and their families, 5) drawing the participation of disabled people, their families, community,
care providers from multi-professional collaboration and networking, 6) conducting an experiment and then improving
and revising the holistic care model for the disabled and their families, and 7) developing a service system for the
disabled and their families in receiving service from the primary care facilities linked to the tertiary care facilities.
Practice of this procedure results in a better quality of life for people with disabilities, a decrease of depression,
a benefit and legal right in receiving basic medical services, and a right to get medical rehabilitation. Other rights that
should be available in congruence with the context in the area are required to meet the disabled and their families’

more comprehensive needs.

Keywords : Advanced Nursing Practice ; People with Disabilities and Their Families ; Primary Care Service ;

Multi-professionals ; Networking
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