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The Application and Creative Design in Arts Performing of
the Thai and Cambodia Dramatic Arts
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was twofold: to investigate the application and to examine the creative design
of performing arts which possess the shared cultural features in the identities of the Thailand and Cambodia dra-
matic arts. The type of study was qualitative research by means of reviewing documents and collecting field data
of survey, observation and interview from 8 experts, 25 performers and 15 general people. The instruments used in
data collection were a survey, an observation form and an interview guide. The analytical results were presented by

descriptive analysis.
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The findings were as follows: 1) Both Thai and Cambodia dramatic arts are national performing arts which are
similar to each other. And it may be said that both countries have a similar culture and they likewise have received
the patronage of their kings and royalty. However, from the study of history, it was found that the Cambodia
dramatic arts were influenced by Thai drama. Thus, the Thai drama directly affected the dramatics in the Royal
Court of Cambodia. 2) The application and creative design of performing arts which possess the shared cultural
features of identities have a process of creating the dancing postures by mixing dramatic arts of Thai with those of
Cambodia. All the mixed arts comprised 15 postures of main Thai dramatic arts, 10 postures of main Cambodia
dramatic arts, and 9 postures of joint links. The theory and concept of creating the performing arts derived from the
context of components of performing arts, namely performing the styles, designing the dancing postures, designing
the costumes, varying the procession in dance row and containing the compatible music to the dance. A performing
arts show called ‘Rabum Nattaya Apsara Naruemit’ has rhythmic dance postures and music mixed together, which
integrates the culture and identities of Thai dramatic arts with those Cambodia dramatic ones of both countries

to be the esthetically pleasing performing arts.

Keywords : Application and Creative Design ; Thai Dramatic Arts ; Cambodian Dramatic Arts
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