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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to investigate the potential of tourism at the Thailand-Cambodia border in
the Si Sa Ket province area, 2) to analyze the internal and external environment of tourism at the Thailand-Cambodia
border in the Si Sa Ket province, and 3) to propose strategies for development of tourism on the Thailand-Cambodia
border in the Si Sa Ket province area. The study population was divided into phases. Phase 1: the population of 2,365
who lived at the Thailand-Cambodia border in the areas of Phusing, Khunhan and Kantharalak districts. A sample of
325 people whose size was determined using the Krejcie and Morgan’s table was selected by simple random
sampling. Phase 2: the target group of 35 people was selected by purposive sampling from those who had knowledge
and experience in tourism. And phase 3: the participants in focus group discussion comprised 15 people who had
knowledge and expertise of tourism, and other 23 specialists. All were selected by purposive sampling. The instruments
used were a form for assessment of the tourism potential whose entire reliability was 0.97, a form of SWOT Analysis,
a form of paper note taking of focus group discussion, and a form of assessing the appropriateness and feasibility
of the strategies. Statistics used were mean, and standard deviation. Analyses of SWOT, TOWS Matrix and contents
were conducted.

The findings revealed as follows. 1) The overall potential of tourism at the Thailand-Cambodia border was
at moderate level. 2) It was found from the internal and external environment analyses that strengths gained a
mean score of 3.01; weaknesses gained a mean score of 3.03; opportunities gained a mean score of 3.82; and threats
gained a mean score of 2.89. The highest values from the analytical result of TOWS Matrix were at weakness and
opportunity. 3) This study proposed 5 strategies, 37 stratagems, 158 measures and 133 indicators, which consisted
of the following: 1) tourism planning, 2) tourism marketing, 3) service development and tourism supporting factor,
4) creation of confidence and promotion of tourism, and 5) promotion of involvement by the public and private sectors
including local administration organizations. The results of assessing appropriateness and feasibility of the strategies
showed that the vision aspect and strategic issue numbers 1, 2, 3 and 5 had appropriateness and feasibility at the

highest level, while strategic issue number 4 had the highest level of appropriateness and high level of feasibility.
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