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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to explore values of the tradition of Ching Ming festival towards the Hat Yai
society in the economic, cultural, moral, and religious aspects. The data of this qualitative research were collected
from documents including fieldwork through observations and in-depth interviews. The primary informants were
Thai of Chinese origin whose hometown was in Hat Yai city, who had knowledge of the Ching Ming tradition and who
were Ching Ming festival performers totaling 20 people and the secondary informants were a group of 4 villagers,
2 tourists and 5 merchants totaling 11 people.

Findings of the study revealed that the Ching Ming tradition has an economic value by helping increase
income to merchants and service providers in the Ching Ming tradition. In addition, it helps promote the tourism
industry, whether it is hotel or restaurant. The tourist attractions are the places where people get together to travel
for pleasure after the end of the festival. The festival helped sustain the Hat Yai district economic position which had

been in a sluggish economy. It has a cultural value as Thai of Chinese origin have preserved their identity leading to
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strengthening the Thai Chinese society. Participation in the festival helps to make the new generation learn to inherit

the tradition which has moral and religious values. The Ching Ming tradition helps promote the virtue of gratitude,

support each other, engage the family, get a conscious mind of respect for elders, and helps reaffirm faith in religion

amid changes of the Hat Yai society. Despite some modifications of the ritual, the values especially in gratitude to

ancestors prevail unceasingly.

Keywords : Ching Ming Tradition ; Values towards the Society ; Thai of Chinese Origin ; Hat Yai City
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