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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were: 1) to develop a problem-based instructional model in a course entitled
‘Nursing Individuals with a Mental Health Problem’ for promoting critical thinking of nursing science students and
for being consistent with learning outcomes according to the Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF:
HEd), and 2) to examine results of the developed instructional model. The study was conducted using a research
and development process which was divided into 3 phases: phase 1 — investigate and analyze an activity model,
2) create the activity model, and 3) assess the activity model. The target group of study was 55 third-year
undergraduate students in nursing science at Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Supanburi. The tools used in study
were a critical thinking assessment form and a learning outcome assessment form according to the TQF: HEd. Statistics
used in data analysis were mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The findings were as follows: 1) The problem-based instructional model used in the course entitled ‘Nursing
Individuals with a Mental Health Problem’ comprised 5 steps: 1. orientation, 2. open the scenario, 3. self-study
according to the learning objectives, 4. close the scenario, and 5. assessment. 2) The result of using the developed
model showed as follows: 2.1) no difference of critical thinking was found among students between before and after
the experiment in using the problem-based instructional model; 2.2) the learning outcomes according to the TQF:
HEd showed that the mean score of all the 5 aspects was at the highest level (u = 4.03, O = 0.52). Considering all
the individual aspects in descending order, the aspect that gained the highest mean score was of interpersonal skills
and responsibility, which was at the highest level (u = 4.50, O = 0.49), followed by morality and ethics (u = 4.30, O =
0.52), numerical analysis of communication and information technology skills (u= 4.06, O = 0.70), knowledge (u=
3.70, O = 0.54) and intellectual skills (u = 3.63, O = 0.54) respectively.

Keywords : Problem-Based Instruction ; Critical Thinking ; Thai Qualifications Framework for Higher Education (TQF: HEd)
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