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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to study, compare and suggest guidelines to improve the state and problems of
multi-grade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational Service
Area 1 based on the opinions of the administrators and teachers in the small size schools at key stages 1-2 that
offered the multi-grade teaching. The sample groups of 282 people consisted of administrators and teachers in small
size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational Service Area 1 in the academic year
2009. The sample group size was determined using the table of Krejcie and Morgan and gained by multistage
random sampling. The instrument used to collect the data was a five-rating scale questionnaire, constructed by the
researcher, which had the reliability of 0.97. The statistics used to analyze the data were percentages, means,
standard deviations and t-test (Independent Samples). The results of the study were as follows: 1) The overall and
each aspect of the state of the multi-grade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of
Nakhon Phanom Educational Service Area 1 showed a high level. 2) The overall and each aspect of the problems of
the multi-grade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational
Service Area 1 showed a moderate level. 3) The opinions of the administrators and teachers on the state of the
multi-glade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational Service
Area 1, as a whole, did not show the statistically significant difference. When each aspect was considered, it was
found that the opinions of the administrators and the majority of teachers on the aspect of classroom management
showed the statistically significant difference at the .05 level. The opinions of the administrators on the classroom
management were lower than the teachers. 4) The opinions of the administrators and teachers on the problems of
the multi-glade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational
Service Area 1, as a whole, showed the statistically significant difference at the .01 level. When each aspect was
considered, it was found that the opinions of the administrators and teachers on every aspect showed the statistically
significant difference at the .01 level. The opinions of the administrators on every aspect were higher than the
teachers. 5) The guidelines for improving the multi-grade teaching in small size schools at key stages 1-2 under the
Office of Nakhon Phanom Educational Service Area 1 that were suggested in the study included: classroom

management, curriculum improvement, learning activities management, students’ roles and guardians’ roles.

Keywords: Multi-grade teaching, small size schools at key stages 1-2
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