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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study town planing and architectural styles of various ethnic groups in the Khlung
municipality. This research also identifies the identity and architectural values in accordance with the Burra Charter
guidelines. The research population included residential buildings, relisious places, and the physicality of the
community. The data collection applied physical recordings, interviews, and group discussions, as well as comparing
the collected data with secondary sources. In addition, the community plan and building style were analyzed using
morphometric analysis. The results of the research showed that the Khlung town’scharacter can be considered as a
twin city because of the following: (1) the Chinese market district that is associated with government offices and Thai
religious places and (2) the fishing community of the Vietnamese Catholics. Moreover, the findings also suggest that
that Thai people live in stilt houses (mostly seen around the park) dotted in gardens, whereas the Chinese live in
shophouses in the market district. As for the Vietnamese, they live in stilt houses, which are not elevated above from
the lowland area along the canal. The characteristics of Thai religious places are shared the common characteristics
with the mainstream culture of the nation. While Chinese and Vietnamese religious places, however, can maintain
their cultural identities along with the use of certain Thai characteristics to be in harmony with the larger societal
context. It concluded that the community plan and traditional architecture of the Khlung town show some traces of
settlement and the identities of various ethnic groups, which have been adapted under the roles, social status, and the
development of the country. The results of this research indicate that the community plan has been developed from
the settlement, as well as multi-cultural and dynamic architectures. This finding can be applied to confirm the value
of cultural heritage sites of the study area. The research finding can be used as a capital to to the cultural heritage

management and area development based on the Creative Economy concept.

Keywords : Vernacular Architecture ; Old Building ; Old Community ; Historic District ; Khlung
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