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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to develop a local curriculum of Bantham heritage for Bantham
Prachabamrung School, 2) to investigate the appropriateness, feasibility and usefulness of the curriculum, and
3) to examine the performance and desirable characteristics of the students after learning through the curriculum
of Bantham heritage, Bantham Prachabamrung School. The population consisted of 1 administrator, 9 teachers,
64 first-to-sixth grade students, and 5 experts. The instruments used in the study were 2 copies of assessment forms
for experts which include one for assessing accuracy and the other for assessing feasibility; 2) 4 copies of assessment
forms for administrators and teachers which include forms for assessing appropriateness, feasibility, usefulness and
for observing desirable characteristics . Statistics used in the study were mean and standard deviation.

Findings of the study revealed as follows. 1) The development of the local curriculum of Bantham
Prachabamrung School was divided into introduction, explanations for curriculum implementation, vision, missions,
goals, structure, content, time, concept map, and learning management approach which includes essence/concepts,
learning objectives, and basic concepts of learning. The curriculum comprised 4 learning units. Unit 1 — context of
Bantham and myths and beliefs; unit 2 — cultural learning sources and beliefs and customs in the native plant forest
(Bantham Chomsin community forest); unit 3 — the path to study the Bantham Chomsin community forest ecosystem;
and unit 4 - fossils found in Bantham (ancient seas with 350 million years of age), important competencies of learers
and desirable characteristics, learning activity, measurement and evaluation, and media/sources of learning.
The overall evaluation of accuracy and feasibility of the overall curriculum by the experts was at high level. 2) As
for the evaluation by administrators and teachers in case of appropriateness, it was found appropriate at high level;
whereas in case of feasibility and usefulness, it was found at the highest level. And 3) student performance on learning
unit 1 — context of Bantham, myths and beliefs included: dancing and making local flags; unit 2 — cultural learning
sources and beliefs, customs in the native plant forest (Bantham Chomsin community forest) included making ritual
bamboo fences; unit 3 — the ecosystem study path to the Bantham Chomsin community forest included: pictures
of leaves according to students’ interest, and ability to tell the properties and type of leaves; unit 4 -- fossils found
in the cave (ancient seas with 350 ;million years of age), drawings of fossils found, demonstrating fossil searches by
themselves and desirable characteristics of students included having love and cherishing in local resources, having a
mind to conserve resources and the environment. Most of the students were found having desirable characteristics at
the highest level (53.13%), followed by those having at high level (43.75%) and moderate level (3.12%), respectively.

Keywords : Development ; Local Curriculum ; Bantham Heritage
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