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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate: 1) the changes of musical instruments of Saing Waing
Ensemble in the Republic of Union of Myanmar, 2) the changes of roles of Saing Waing Ensemble in rituals and
performances. Field data were collected from observations and interviews with knowledgeable individuals, practi-
tioners, and general persons involved with Saing Waing Ensemble in Mandalay, Republic of Union of Myanmar. Data
were analyzed according to the given objectives and the findings of study were presented with descriptive analysis.

Findings of the study were as follows: 1) regarding to the musical instruments of Saing Waing Ensemble. There
were changes in physical characters. Tones were added in Pat Waing, Kyei Waing, Maung Saing; and a number of Si Do
drums were added from 1-2 to 4-7 drums. These were done to improve the efficiency of Saing Waing performances.
2) Regarding to the roles of Saing Waing Ensemble in rituals and performances. In the past, Saing Waing Ensemble
was used in royal rites. But after the end of the absolute monarchy, the Saing Waing Ensemble that performed the
royal rites was no longer visible. Walking Saing Waing Ensemble in royal procession became a procession in village
oxcarts or cars. At present, electric keyboards are brought to play the melody of songs instead of the Pat Waing drums
in the procession; and Western musical instruments are brought to play together with the Saing Waing Ensemble.
Concerning the changes of roles in Saing Waing Ensemble’s playing as an accompaniment of the performances for
the general public, Western bands and tunes were joined to play along with the Saing Waing Ensemble, such as in
“Zat Pwe and Angeint performances, to attract the attention of the audience. As for the Yoke-thay Pwe performance,
there has been a change from a performance at the past royal court to one in the theater to welcome tourists. The
duration of show is changed into a shorter time, and the traditional Saing Waing Ensemble is still in use just like the

one in the past.

Keywords : Myanmar Music ; Saing Waing Ensemble ; Zat Pwe Performance ; Yoke-thay Performance
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