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The Revitalization of Lao Palm Leaf
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Abstract

This paper is a study of the revitalization of palm leaf manuscripts during the
period of French colonialism (1893-1953) leading to the establishment of a Lao
national identity. The revitalization in that context was a contested space of meanings
between French and Lao intellectuals; each made use of palm leaf manuscript
revitalization to serve its respective goals. The French colonialists wanted to recreate
a Lao national identity and make it different from that of Siam, the previous colonizer of
Laos, by using the Roman instead of the Lao alphabet in re-inscribing the manuscripts.
They felt that the study of Lao Buddhism should also be separated from Siam’s tradition.
The French also wanted Laos to be included as a part of Indo-China. In addition,
they wanted to colonize Laos’ intellectuals. In the meantime, Lao intellectuals used the
revitalization of palm leaf manuscripts to struggle against French colonial power and
liberate their country from intellectual dependency on France. They especially resisted
France’s notion of using of the Roman rather than the Lao alphabet in revitalizing palm

leaf manuscripts.
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8 i 2z uailumsan (Stuart-Fox, 1997 : 55) wandufifisuan
°11aaﬂszwﬁuiﬂsmwwz;‘?ﬁ"bﬁbm IaiuunwdTna aurilinia afad
sorlng” nnewduiudl 919 muzunumbiuinisam wie Heanudu
e uliiiniman (varsson, 2002 : 69-76) uaztinly ‘anudains

fummamlidu “mwwimd” Tusesyanruanlulem down

nesifia aamgnwlums Hamesanliin meuremd”
v Trrmatsae Lidiude Safaanudausiiuluszaiedyyisuan
laglanizamuenIsumIWnsimdia n13uny3 S‘fiaﬁﬁmmqﬂﬂmw’msw
utsesu Audrsenisdsae lanawnz Charles Rochet HE1WIEM3
ASae dumsnen iy luuasi3nadunsd (French Director of Public
Education in Vientiane) 1ag Charles Rochet L ualldaanuslsdwaidan
Ma17 (Stuart-Fox, 1997 : 55) laaliinguatn iduns zaanlunsfiad
Wi 0 LLa:Lﬁaﬁnvlﬂ;mwmﬁty (NIZNTNUAMITIIUAZINUDTIIN, 2000 :
675) udidumadnawsinslinsiudionuaufaues Charles Rochet
Tufi q(ﬂmmﬁmaaLiﬁmmﬁﬂm%m fdaansld “dadnwilsdunndon
mwan” fignaziuly

mMifadwaaiIumgd T TITden s waldlddansslaiu
vidgummnaniasirmadSaa e BNl asnee wesie
Martin Stuart-Fox 'ldesda “ainai udmuzusaiuns au asliiiuds
snmafeumanedtu ualdunssnodivlameldantwanesdae

I U 4 avuii 3 Augn8u-SuUIAL 2551



msilugAuisTvauarolugaarnudauwsoir

(Stuart-Fox, 1997 : 55) Furuzvednumigunuwsinodusoousuv
mwia:l,ﬁa “anmandyg” vasanlingasea “erantiauniaduyan”
Pa030e  nade mndiua wAasIsnEISeR IS s Tuanln
lagldaanuslsinudounsan uiwoussusstisunsdousadan
ﬁLﬁsuaglummzfu urrsulunaildenessiw ussdnesanlunn
Suiinluduslusu nazens 1 Axe13n 989 v fezmua” wlldae wiadu
MIAIUUTIINRINL SN T imﬁammj anuda wluiad ansna
Inguuuidazassanenue wnsdigansnail Widdumsldmaamanms
Safuiinessanasaniaudafidsua Whiaasessalutad a.a. 1893
tow wiidumamdafieia wes Batlyan wiadu “droranfiaumotiyan”
289877

FratanenesTei 1940 uduan feindutrauismsvessy
POIRNTARINAINGUA 53 wndadunsswilasnnnms un
Hodasnuairasamlagdsug wazms 9 inenuduamlasauaniies
laofauAsluawin wm 1Ay L’%f'aaLéi'lLLa:@Tm'mwaaﬁﬂ@ia:;jﬂa”'lmry
i $hde 161w win @ lssanswssduiuudy Wi
wIoii1awnd wazid A filluuaivin Menyvasa1alunisdie :Lﬁiaﬂa@m,aﬂ
aanan ewlull a.d. 1827 (Grabowsky, 1997 : 145-165) UAzLANA
dug luguaiu “AYTH ﬁ@ia:ﬁué’wmwamw’mafu AgnTwainde
mummsﬂﬁi’@maﬁﬁwLﬁ@%ﬁlumaﬂmwmim 1940 I@Uﬁ,’w%aﬁm?w
fnsanddwliidudenssrinuenu 1w “nasindu” “nay wln”
“nadlradnInsid” “nadlmoiregn” “nasnTed” 98y lagnas an win
uaznadlredniwssd i1 wwndidudiymms waznamaed Gviu
In au wudwu Wugdymms dudu (ﬂm:%ﬁwﬁuﬂiwmwﬁl,m:wq?m‘sm
AUNaNINTIA, 1997 : 56-58 ; NILNTHUNAITNIUATTAUTTIN, 2000 :
747-748)
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279na17 1890 ﬁuﬁﬂumﬂu”aﬂumaqﬂmmﬁﬂml%'am 3 ue
{ ) Y o La £« Y
wasuuasly luqﬂﬂau dolniauAsluauianudna ns (Jwiuin
WIZDITUAN DUNINNTA W) udunnanunssnnadsziaa a3 53un9
e enwdia niidagn a3a dsziwdl WENIIW ANWLTa 989 U84 IAal
anluganu uazliany dydeiitievasauad aswdladiag whanunases
UIUNAN TINNIUIRIBTITN ﬂ’J’l&liIaﬂﬁﬂﬁ LRZANITMAINUUUHTILA
Wun e Iauann et limiausssuauAsluawafowulasatnemnn
HS9@ 18971 JAnEIIN Ustiwal mmf Tannash LazanINaIMNIUUULAY
Y9881 U8 aslsuAeuwlinu J8 uaziaduinani asnk auAsluaw
A A A oA o A A A A '
JnaNursauusladll nsnde andeaanInALUAzLIUNLGY Vlﬂag
luﬁuﬁﬁaag"l,uianmaaQﬂuﬁﬁfwuﬁsiumeemmni'@uuﬁsimau S9N
AuAslumudsgnlitienuanuninaludiudu « 7 10w “ian” wia “len 197
573UA1 (Museum Object) iiusnm LiluRisinii na ya Liaasuimatinoy
% =S g v n%’v a L% :j’ J dl' o 1 3
uazdandnmdua uanmnuﬂunﬂumumgﬂmvjwmLwamvl;ﬂmrm 9

o o

mnmﬁmam EJI@T‘I.I%?J‘Y]“].IQG NNAANKTIA  BUAa NITUIRNITAUILEN
A

= 1

‘“'wmagtaum%'ulﬁf‘jlauvlm/u%mlm lasfimsaautailionalud Eric
Hobsbawm (1983) 3unnszuawmsiiiniu “m3tsz@ngissiwi” (Invention
of Tradition) 1w “n1siflasiFasiaiusssa” (Politics of Cutture) waziu “Aufl
UHINMIT1TIANURANL” (Contested Space) stﬁzmiﬁmjﬁuﬁﬂumuma
luﬂqﬂmmﬁﬂm%ﬁm ﬁv'ogmhvl,ﬂfl%’luﬂmﬁuéwma La $NAMNTOUTIIN
Idureonfian 99 oandasniuuwIAnues Edward W. Said 9111 dszms
afivildideraniiauds: vany Suduednbsunsnasesdsane
lumanfiavzasaunfa anwuiiazanuidila sauiaussmwvasdeing

luaranfian e Wll'liﬂﬂﬂﬂiax‘lvlﬁnﬂéh% win wsadu “idronmniian
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matlaan” sesdszinaluatoniiou °umuﬁmﬁ'umiﬁuwuﬁuﬁﬂumuma
luqﬂmmﬁﬂm%ﬁm ﬁgmﬁﬂﬂlﬂumi@ia:@iaiaaﬁ'uﬁwmrmﬁﬂm%'am
TastTyansusielildndaanmnamatiyn lasamzennomanm
“Fuu” 189817 D9 paAARBINUUWIAATEY Terence Renger (1983) it
Waamnfauglstihdsanadiyssaugidly | sauuaninluginedu
wiasiiovasnatnases udauueniunenguldlivsslominndsawd vie
devasnnamanouiatnlaslisauiuinraanisgnasendt (Subordinate)
fauglsdmiuly

U3twINNIN

mming

8 nasdsz 33, 2534. arifian aswizwnsen wilwaiBuaiaimd.
NTUNWY : 8IANIANAT AN,

TYING  INWAIAS. 2544, “GNBTARON-ANTNAIT: SFUIRIBUNS
. fys 991w 2481-2487 lu mging inuasds 51396N6
VNTILRAOTUG LAY ANRYT WIANAAIUUA, UN. UWANNIT AW
vaawa U. figa sanmnumsidiasing sialval, NILNNY : JaRD
lasimadm sauen asuazuussen ai.

5% Qmimsmn. 2526. fwidee: MsAnssiAa asuazITsMNTIN
8 M. NTUNNY MUNINEAFANEN WWNINLAUTITU 3.
Usefil guwa. 2525. Mwde9 1 23TWNITNURINIINAD, NPINWY

WNANNafa.

23 9533w 1. 2527, Fgunaveana U NUa JaTNLAz IR

wlBdn. nyanwe : yaditlasanisdnn sauen aluazuuwsom of.
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