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Zheng He as China’s “Peace Envoy”:
Reality or Myth?
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Abstract

The People’s Republic of China celebrated
the 600" anniversary of Admiral Zheng He’s maritime
expeditions in 2005 by presenting him as a “peace envoy”
who symbolized the Chinese spirit of good neighbourliness.

Historical data, however, reveal that Zheng He used force
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against foreign rulers who refused to acknowledge China’s supremacy, reflecting the
early Ming dynasty’s imperialist policy. As a result, Zheng He could not be used as an

example of “soft power” to convince the world of China’s pacifist tradition.

Key words: Zheng He, Ming Dynasty, Peace Envoy, Imperialism
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