Civil Rights in Cross-Cultural Marriage before 1932
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Abstract

This article aims to explore civil rights in cross-cultural marriage through the law
and announcements are enforced in the period before 1932. The study uses the
historical research method. The study finds that the law on cross-cultural marriage
assumed that was issued during the Phra Ekathotsarot period (1605-1610/1611) and
civil rights in cross-cultural marriage have been control by the State issued a law that
controlled an individual’s sexual relationships. Initially, controlled the families of women
who were married to Westerners or to men of difference religions other than Buddhism.
In case of violation, the most severe penalty was death. Later, during the era of Somdet
Phra Narai (1656-1688), an announcement was made that controlled sexual relationships
of both women and men. In case of violation, again, death was the most severe form of
punishment. In addition, families who allowed their children to have sexual relationships
with Westerners or people of other religions were also punished. However, the
cross-cultural marriage restrictions among people of lower classes were eased during
the era of King Rama 1V, until the era of King Rama V the Thai state promulgated
an act on marriage for foreigners. The exception concerned male royalty and government

officials, who needed state permission to marry a foreigner.
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1. tonasidolaladiaondwinaanansimauviena

Sor Jor Chor.Kor Tor. 34.1/5 Panha Raung Khon Thai kab Ung-Grid pen
Samee Panraya Gan Por.Sor. 2428. (In Thai) [The problem of Thai
and English as a husband or wife 1885]

Sor Jor Chor.Kor Tor. 73.10.3/7 Phra Worrawongther Phra Ong Jao
Pheeraphong Phanudeth Than Kan Somrot kab Nang Saw Ceril
Heycock (2480). (In Thai) [The marriage of Pheeraphong Phanudeth,
HRH Prince with Miss Ceril Heycock (1937)]

Sor Jor Chor.Kor Tor. 73.10.3/11 Kan Somrot khong Phra Jao
Worrawongther Phta Ong Jao Julla Jakkraphong kab Miss
Elisabeth Hunter (2481). (In Thai) [The marriage of Chula
Chakrabongse, HRH Prince with Miss Elisabeth Hunter (1938)]
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Sor Jor Chor. Mor Ror. 5 Tor/17 Rueang Phraratchabanyat Taeng-ngan
Khon Tang Prathet (7 Makarakom - 13 Meenakom). (In Thai)
[Subject: Act on Marriage with Foreigner) (7" January - 13" March, 1897)].

Sor Jor Chor. Mor Ror. 5 Tor/17 Ekkasan Lektee 165/11194 Rab Wantee
8 Makarakom Ror.Sor. 116 Na 36-39. (In Thai) [National Archives of
Thailand MR. 5 T/17 Document No. 165/11194 Receive on 8 January
1897, 36-39]

Sor Jor Chor. Mor ror. 5 Tor/17 Rueang Mister Alfred Henry Victorteuch
Chat Farangset Taeng- ngan kab Amdaeng Son Ying Chao Sayam.
(In Thai) [Subject: Mr Alfred Henry Victorteuch, a Frenchman, who
Married Amdaeng Son, a Siamese Woman, 11/217].
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