Bo Huahead: Indienous Salt-making Ponds and
Communities in the Lower Songkhram River Basin,
Northeastern Thailand
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Abstract

‘Bo Huahaed’ is the term for indigenous salt-making ponds located in the
Songkhram River basin. During the dry season salt is produced from the underground
saline water, which is boiled using wood fires. Bo Huahaed salt is used for preserving
food and condiments, especially pladaek or fermented fish, a traditional staple food in
the Mekong Region. People who produce the salt believe that Pho Kamdang is the spirit
of Bo Huahaed salt ponds and conduct traditional rituals of paying respect each year.
In the past during the dry season, shallow wells were drilled to a depth of about 20 to 30
meters, and then the salt water was scooped up in small pans and boiled. Nowadays pumps
are used to bring groundwater from a depth of 40 meters to be boiled in large pans. This
salt production undergroundwater technology has continued for over 100 years. Salt from
salt water is a resource that attracted people from Northeast Thailand and the Mekong
region to settle in permanent communities in the lower Songkhram River basin. It has played

a significant role in their economic, social, and cultural life from the past to the present.

Keywords: salt, native salt pond, cultural ecology, community, Songkhram River basin.
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szaﬁ 6,600 @7.ny. (4,125,000 Vl,if) (Faculty of Technology Khonkaen University (2004). The
geological factors causing salinity in the Northeast (2547). Retrieved December 24, 2011. from
http://technology.kku.ac.th/geo/index.html)

* Khongkan Sueksa Patjai tang Toraniwittaya tee Tam Hai Kuea Din Kem nai Phak Tawanook
Chiang Nuea. (2004). Akekasan Prakop Kan Prachum Sammana Rueang “Din Kem Phak
Tawan ook Chiang Nuea: Patjai Tang Toraniwittaya Setakit lae Kan Jat Kan”. (In Thai)
[Salinity in Northeastern: Geoglogical Factors Economics and Management]. in Documentation
of the Conference on “Northeast Salinity, Geological Factors Economics and Management.
Khon Kaen, p.25.
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